


Session Summary 
Report from the November 2025 Session Meeting 

 

From Church in the World: 
The Session approved the benevolence distributions for the fourth quarter to the following 
organizations: Mid-Kentucky Presbytery, Highland Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, 
Cabbage Patch, Portland Avenue Community Trust, Kentucky Refugee Ministries, Coalition for 

the Homeless, Central Louisville Community Ministries, South Louisville Community Ministries, West Louisville 
Community Ministries, Louisville Urban League, Briargate Presbyterian, Louisville Coalition for Immigrant Support, 
Louisville Showing Up for Racial Justice, More Light Presbyterian (annual membership), Preston Highway Hispanic 
Ministries, and Metropolitan Housing Coalition. 
 

From Finance: 
The Session authorized the Investment Committee to reallocate up to $2,000,000 of the Stodghill Fund assets into 
more liquid, flexible investments so that they can be used if needed to fund church expenses. 
 

The Session approved extending the HPC loan in the amount of $500,000 to The Housing Partnership for another 
five-year term beginning October 31, 2025. 

Page 11 

Want to receive communications from the church via email?  
If you didn’t receive this newsletter via email, that means you haven’t opted in to our electronic email group. That 
means you may occasionally miss important announcements from Highland Presbyterian Church. If you’d like to be 
added to our email list, please email Kathleen (kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) or call  502-451-2910. 
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The church office  
will be closed  

Thursday & Friday,  
December 25 & 26 

for the  
Christmas holidays  

and  
Thursday, January 1  
for New Year’s Day 

December 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Sun.:    9:30 – Sunday School & Adult Ed (not 28th)                Weekly Meetings: 

           11:00 – Worship                                                             Wed.:  1:00 – Ministerial Staff Meeting 

             1:30 – Highland Ringers (not 28th)                                          6:00 – Children’s Choirs (not 24th or 31st) 

             5:30 – Youth Group (not 28th)                                    Thurs.: 10:00 – STITCH (not 25th) 

Mon.: 12:30 – Staff Meeting                                                                10:00 – WOW (not 25th) 

Tues.: 10:00 - STITCH (not 23rd or 30th)                                            6:30 – Choir Rehearsal (not 25th) 
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2 

9:00 PACT Mobile 
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1:00 Bridge Club 
  
8:00 Choir Fellow-

ship 
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7 
  
12:00 ROOTS/MS 
  
4:30 Youth Music 

8 
  
  

  

6:30 WINGS 
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4:30 Personnel 

Committee 
  
 7:00 HPC Pub 

Gathering 
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5:30 Worship & 

Spiritual Life Com-

mittee 
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13 

  
9:00 HPC Workday 

  

14 

10:00 Youth Music 
  
12:15 Carol Sing & 

Lunch 

  

  

15 

  

5:00 Finance Com-

mittee 
  
  

16 

1:30 Smoketown 

Mobile Pantry 
  
3:00 Adult Ed 

  

17 

9:15 NWS Board 

Meeting 
  
6:15 Session 

18 

  

  

  

19 

  

  

20 

 10:00 Children’s 

Pageant Rehearsal 

21 

  

  

5:00 Longest Night 

Service 

22 23 

  

  

24 

4:00 Preludes 

4:30 Lessons & 

Carols Service 
 

9:00 Candlelight 

and Communion 

Service 

25 

Church Office 

Closed 

26 

Church Office  

Closed 

  

27 

28 

  

  

  

29 30 31       
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Dec 1: Dean Warner 

 Steve Makela 

 Jenny Fendig 

 Tim Daniel 

Dec 2: Skylar Hawthorne 

 Pris Tillett 

Dec 3: David Baker 

 Susan Sawning 

Dec 4: David Gambrell 

Dec 5: Rhys Thomas 

 John Crum 

 Kendra Grace-Love 

Dec 6: Annika Beck 

Dec 7: Sophia Letson-Ettin 

 Kathleen Anderson 

 Eric Mount 

Dec 9:  Jenny Dobbins 

 Elias Owen 

 Quentin Owen 

 Vance Smith 

Dec 11: Thomas Connally 

 Joern Soltau 

 Natalie Bajandas 

 Reagan Roberson 

 Charles Davidson 

Dec 12:  Carol Toner 

Dec 13: Cindy Owen 

 Joanna Lowry 

 Mary Ann Brockwell 

Dec 14: Todd Brown 

 Brandon Schadt 

 Nate Brantley 

 Nanc Angerman 

Dec 15: Jeremiah Luaba 

Dec 16: Reyn Schadt 

 Molly Prince 

 Kelli Mattingly 

Dec 17: Pope Mobley 

 

 

Dec 18: Emily Weisenbarger 

 Ameer Marks 

 Will Gump 

Dec 19:   Jack Mead 

Dec 20:  Sandra Teague 

 Patricia Owen 

Dec 21: Liam Walsh 

 Emily Warner 

 Jennifer Porter 

Dec 23: Ann Decker 

 Olivia Bajandas 

 Morgan McGarvey 

Dec 24: Amy Cullen 

 Katie Holmes 

Dec 25: Robert Sutherland 

 Mike Tracy 

 Esther Heimach-Snipes 

If we ever forget your birthday, or we have it wrong, please let us know! 

Dec 27:   Samuel Coryell 

 Jim Kimmel 

 Sofia Brantley 

Dec 28: James Giesel 

 Will Oldham 

 Ainsley Jones 

Dec 29: Meagan Anderson 

 Ginny Cromer 

 Stephen Owen 

 Monica Goudy 

 Lawrence Ruckman 

 Jennifer Powell 

Dec 30: Angie Moore 

 Chris Valentine 

 David Abate 

Dec 31: Woodford Henegar 

 Bill Oldham 

 Robin Sutherland 

Fellowship 

Nursery and Weekday School News 

Memorial Gifts 
 

GIFTS have been given to the Community Relief Fund in memory 

of Gerald Palmer by Cynthia Welch. 

 

GIFTS have been given to the Memorial Fund in memory of Ger-

ald Palmer by John Sowers, Allee & Susan Harmon, Frank & Amy 

Parker, and Betsy Foshee. 

 

GIFTS have been given to the Memorial Fund in memory of Pat 

Wrege by Betsy Foshee, and Dorissa Falk. 

 

GIFTS have been given to the Memorial Fund in memory of Mary 

Rapier by Dorissa Falk. 

 

Highland is most appreciative of these gifts! 

HPC Pub Night - A group will be gathering Tuesday, December 9, at 7:00pm for a beverage and 
some good conversation at TEN20 Craft Brewery at 1020 E. Washington St. Come join us. No 
agenda, just conversation in good company. All are welcome. If you would like to be added to the 
list for announcements about the upcoming HPC pub nights, please contact Ralph Bowling or 
Kathleen (kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church office. 
 

Attention Bridge Players - Highland hosts a Bridge Club that usually meets the first Thursday 
of the month. If you would like to be included on our player list, please contact Patti Pinkley or 
Kathleen (kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church office. We will meet on Thursday, 
December 4 at 1 pm. 
 
WINGS (Women in God's Spirit) - Next WINGS meeting will be Monday, December 8 at 6:30pm. All women of HPC 
are invited. Contact Laurie Anderson or Kathy O’Hearn or Kathleen (kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church 
office for more information. 

December is here and the observant children at the 
Nursery & Weekday School are busy noticing the changes 
this season brings. Children love to play outdoors, no 
matter the weather. They are natural scientists in this 
way, exploring and studying the changes in their environ-
ment, theorizing and testing. The outdoors is the perfect 
classroom to conduct all matters of scientific inquiry, in-
viting a new context for learning with creativity, joy and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
appropriate risk-taking.  Also, spending lots of time outdoors 
roots children in the natural world, helping them create a con-
nectedness with nature that will serve them, and our planet, 
their whole lives through. At Highland Pres. Nursery & Week-
day School, outdoor play happens every day! 
 

It's also time for our annual Carmichael's Book Fair! If you 
shop at Carmichael's Bookstore between November 30-
December 6 and mention "Highland Pres." at checkout (or 
online use the coupon code HPW), our school will receive a 
percentage of your purchase! Thanks for your support! 
 

Do you know a child who might enjoy our program? Applica-
tions for the 2026-2027 school year are due by January 15th. 
Learn more about us at hpcweekdayschool.org.  

http://hpcweekdayschool.org/




Music Ministry 
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Youth News 
 Music is a vital part of our worship at Highland.  

 It gathers us, lifts our spirits, and unites us as one Body of Christ.  
 In song and sound, we create space to dwell deeply in God’s love.  

 Come and be part of this joyful community—all are welcome.  
 

CHANCEL CHOIR – It’s Christmas! Come Sing With Us! 
Singing in the choir is a wonderful way to meet new people and take part in the rich musi-
cal tradition of our church. Be a part of the season with us! 

Rehearsals: Thursdays at 6:30 pm in the Choir Room. All are welcome—walk-ins  
 encouraged! (Childcare can be made available — please email  

  vini.frizzo@hpclouisville.org in advance) 
• Dessert Night following rehearsal on December 4 in Fellowship Hall 
• Last rehearsal of the year is December 18th 
•     Christmas Eve Lesson Carols Service call time is 3:30pm 
 

HIGHLAND RINGERS - Resounding Joy! 
Highland Presbyterian Church is blessed with a beautiful 5-octave set of Malmark hand-
bells and 3 octaves of hand chimes. 
     •  Rehearsals: Sundays, 1:15–3:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
     •  December 7 Worship Service: call time is 10:30 am 

     •  Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols service call time is 3:30 pm  
       

HPC ORCHESTRA - Join the Band! 
Do you play an instrument? Come be part of our intergenerational orchestra! We tailor the 
music to all levels and would love to have you join us for Gaudete Sunday, December 14. 
Contact vini.frizzo@hpclouisville.org to participate in this music-filled celebration. 

• Rehearsal Thursday, December 11 at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary 
• Sunday, December 14 at 10 am for final run through 
• Sunday, December 14 Carol Sing following service, bring your instruments! 

 

HPC YOUTH MUSIC - Building Faith through Music! 
All middle and high school students are welcome to be part of our Youth Music Ministry! We sing 
songs of faith, learn handbells, and prepare to lead worship. Questions? Contact 
vini.frizzo@hpclouisville.org.  

 Remaining Rehearsals: 
 •  Sunday, December 7, 4:30–5:30 pm   

  •  Sunday, December 14 – Call time 10:00 am; lead in 11:00 am worship 
 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC MINISTRY 
Oh, Come Little Children — come, one and all! 
Our choirs are joyfully preparing “O Come Little Children” for the Christmas Pag-
eant, and we’d love for your child to be part of the celebration. 
 

Christmas Pageant - Sunday, December 21 during the 11:00 am worship service. 
 

Rehearsals 
• Wednesday Rehearsals at 6:00 pm  
• We’ll also have a Pageant Rehearsal (music included!) on Saturday, December 20 at 10:00 am as a final 

run-through. 
 

Let’s light up our hearts and minds this Advent and Christmas season. 
Come, one and all — Wednesdays at 6:00 pm  

We had a wonderful, busy November thanks to the brilliant participation 
of our youth and leadership of many volunteers. 14 HPC youth participat-
ed in a presbytery-wide youth retreat that gathered almost 60 people 
from five different churches at Cedar Ridge. We also took time to look be-
yond our own community to consider the impact of hunger and food inse-
curity in Louisville and how the church partners with organizations in the 
community to address this crisis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

Every Sunday at 9:30, join us for Sunday school in the Burns Center. This year, 6th and 7th grad-
ers are studying the Hebrew Bible. Meanwhile, 8th-12th graders will be experimenting with the 
tradition of Biblical Storytelling, considering faith in our social context, and more. In October, 
confirmation class meets on December 14th from 9:30-10:30. Please note there will not be Sun-
day school on December 28th or January 4th. 

 

December Youth Group and Special Events  

December 7:  Youth Group at 5:30 in the Burns Center 

December 14: Mid-KY Presbytery Retreat (sign-ups closed). No Youth Group. 

December 21: Youth Group at 5:30 in the Burns Center; Youth Music meets at 4:30 

December 28: No Sunday school due to Christmas break 

 
Keep in touch with HPC Youth: 
 

  Weekly E-News   HS GroupMe Announcements MS GroupMe announcements                          
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Children’s News 
 

ROOTS meets on December 7 for our 3rd-5th graders. This will be a 
combined Roots and Middle School event.  

Must have your RSVP by December 1. 

 

The children’s Christmas Pageant performance is December 
21 at 11:00am. We will have a dress rehearsal on December 

20. Christmas Pageant practice will begin in November! 

Be in Sunday school! 

 

This Advent and Christmas season, we are using liturgy from a 
new Presbyterian Association of Musicians resource called 
Child of Blessing. Highland Pres is grateful to be among the 

congregations piloting this innovative program, which seeks to 
make worship more accessible for people of all ages and illumi-

nates the ways that children are essential participants and leaders in our community. 

 

Be on the lookout for the return of our Stitch-made Advent 
characters. They will reappear in the sanctuary during the  

Advent season. They beautifully help the children relate to the 
Christmas story and bring a smile to faces young and old. The 

children are spending extra time with them during Sunday 
school this year as we hear the story of Jesus’ birth.  

Remember that these dolls are handmade and very special. 
They should not be moved and must be handled with care only 

by those who oversee their placement. 

 

Dates to remember: 

January 11  Roots 

January 16  Parents Night Out 

January 25  Roots 

2026 We Are Called, Connected, Committed / Year End Giving 
Have you pledged yet? As Highland Church plans for the next year of faithful ministry, this work invites everyone to 
join our Called, Connected and Committed Stewardship 2026 campaign by pledging your financial support! Our goal 
this year is for many more members and friends to make a pledge of any size. Pick an amount that’s sustainable and 
joyful for you! And may God’s Spirit multiply our shared resources into hope for a hurting world. 
 

Pledges & Gifts - All year end gifts, Operating Pledge, Special Offerings, and Designated Gift payments to Highland 
Presbyterian Church should be postmarked or in the church office by December 31, 2025, to be recognized as chari-
table gifts for tax purposes in 2025.  
 

HPC Online Pledge Payments - Please remember if you pay your 2026 pledge online in 2025 to use “Advance 
Pledge” on www.hpclouisville.org and click on the “Give” link. The memo boxes to the right of the dollar amounts 
are available for you to add a donation description like “2026 Pledge”. 
 

Gifts of Stock - Because we believe in being good stewards of what God has entrusted to us, we encourage you to 
thoughtfully consider the advantages of giving stock to Highland Presbyterian Church. If you own appreciated stock, 
it is almost always better to contribute stock than cash. By giving appreciated stock to a charitable organization, you 
avoid paying capital gains tax on the increased value of the stock. Because you are giving to a charitable organiza-
tion, your gift is deductible for the market value of the stock at the time it was given. Many of our members have 
found that giving appreciated stock to the church makes very good sense. Please ask your financial advisor if this is a 
viable option for you. If you plan to give securities to the church, please first notify Clyde Foshee at 
clyde.foshee@outlook.com or call him at 502-451-2910. Highland Presbyterian Church's policy is to immediately sell 
all stock gifts and deposit the proceeds from the sale into the church bank account. Stock Gift Delivery Instructions - 
Robert W. Baird & Co is HPC’s brokerage firm to accept and process stock gifts. HPC’s contact at Baird is Jesse Ryan 
502-420-1400. HPC’s DTC (Depository Trust Company, Baird’s agent for receiving stock gifts) number is 0547. 
 

QCD – IRA - Qualified charita-
ble distributions allow eligible 
IRA owners up to $108,000 in 
tax-free gifts to charity - The 
Internal Revenue Service per-
mits IRA owners age 70½ or 
over to transfer up to 
$108,000 to charity tax-free 
each year. These transfers, 
known as qualified charitable 
distributions or QCDs, offer 
eligible older Americans a 
great way to easily give to 
charity before the end of the 
year. And, for those who are 
at least 73 years old, QCDs 
count toward the IRA owner's 
required minimum distribu-
tion (RMD) for the year. 
Please contact your financial 
advisor for assistance to pro-
cess a QCD-IRA payment to 
Highland Presbyterian Church. 

Environmental Stewardship 
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Fellowship 

Nursery and Weekday School News 

Memorial Gifts 
 

GIFTS have been given to the Community Relief Fund in memory 

of Gerald Palmer by Cynthia Welch. 

 

GIFTS have been given to the Memorial Fund in memory of Ger-

ald Palmer by John Sowers, Allee & Susan Harmon, Frank & Amy 

Parker, and Betsy Foshee. 

 

GIFTS have been given to the Memorial Fund in memory of Pat 

Wrege by Betsy Foshee, and Dorissa Falk. 

 

GIFTS have been given to the Memorial Fund in memory of Mary 

Rapier by Dorissa Falk. 

 

Highland is most appreciative of these gifts! 

HPC Pub Night - A group will be gathering Tuesday, December 9, at 7:00pm for a beverage and 
some good conversation at TEN20 Craft Brewery at 1020 E. Washington St. Come join us. No 
agenda, just conversation in good company. All are welcome. If you would like to be added to the 
list for announcements about the upcoming HPC pub nights, please contact Ralph Bowling or 
Kathleen (kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church office. 
 

Attention Bridge Players - Highland hosts a Bridge Club that usually meets the first Thursday 
of the month. If you would like to be included on our player list, please contact Patti Pinkley or 
Kathleen (kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church office. We will meet on Thursday, 
December 4 at 1 pm. 
 
WINGS (Women in God's Spirit) - Next WINGS meeting will be Monday, December 8 at 6:30pm. All women of HPC 
are invited. Contact Laurie Anderson or Kathy O’Hearn or Kathleen (kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church 
office for more information. 

December is here and the observant children at the 
Nursery & Weekday School are busy noticing the changes 
this season brings. Children love to play outdoors, no 
matter the weather. They are natural scientists in this 
way, exploring and studying the changes in their environ-
ment, theorizing and testing. The outdoors is the perfect 
classroom to conduct all matters of scientific inquiry, in-
viting a new context for learning with creativity, joy and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
appropriate risk-taking.  Also, spending lots of time outdoors 
roots children in the natural world, helping them create a con-
nectedness with nature that will serve them, and our planet, 
their whole lives through. At Highland Pres. Nursery & Week-
day School, outdoor play happens every day! 
 

It's also time for our annual Carmichael's Book Fair! If you 
shop at Carmichael's Bookstore between November 30-
December 6 and mention "Highland Pres." at checkout (or 
online use the coupon code HPW), our school will receive a 
percentage of your purchase! Thanks for your support! 
 

Do you know a child who might enjoy our program? Applica-
tions for the 2026-2027 school year are due by January 15th. 
Learn more about us at hpcweekdayschool.org.  

http://hpcweekdayschool.org/
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Mission and Service 
Dare to Care Mobile Food Pantries: We give great thanks for our on-
going relationships with our Dare to Care Food Pantries! We help pro-
vide volunteers for two separate food pantries each month. Portland 
Avenue Community Trust is located at 2508 Portland Ave and Grace 
Hope (Smoketown) is located at 702 E Breckinridge St. This month, 

the food pantries will take place on Tuesday, December 2 (Portland) at 9:00 am and Tuesday, December 16 
(Smoketown) at 1:30 pm. This is a wonderful volunteer opportunity because you only have to give an hour to make 
a big difference in someone’s life. As a volunteer, you will be handing out the food that Dare to Care provides. It’s a 
wonderful way to get to know people in other parts of town and provide a service that is greatly needed.  

 

Christmas Joy Offering - This special offering will be collected in 
worship on Sundays, December 14th and 21st. Highland partici-
pates in this denominational offering of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) each year. This offering supports the Employee Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions providing integral financial sup-
port for church workers and their families facing difficult life cir-
cumstances. Additionally, this offering provides resources for Pres-
byterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges to provide sup-
portive environments designed to help diverse students succeed. Because Advent and Christmas shine 
a light not only on our world’s greatest hope but also on our world’s greatest need, we support the 
work of the church through the Christmas Joy Offering.  
 

Christmas Eve Offerings - The offerings from both Christmas Eve services will go to Highland Presbyterian Church’s 
Community Relief Fund. This money is set aside for people in our church community who need temporary financial 
assistance due to unforeseen circumstances. This year, the Community Relief fund provided help with housing 
costs for people about to be evicted, paid electric and water bills that had been cut off, and paid off medical debt. 
These vital services are made possible with your contributions. If you know of someone who might benefit from 
our help, please contact Megan at (502) 451-2910 or megan.mccarty@hpclouisville.org.  
 

Christmas “Elf” Drive for Highlands Community Ministries - From now until December 4th, we will collect new 
throw blankets and $25 gift cards for Target, Walmart, or Kroger. Please bring to the church office! 

Thankful for our Parish Associate Ministry 

DONATE ITEMS 

Blessing Box - Located on Highland Ave by the stairs to the church, this box can hold shelf stable food and hygiene 
items for folks in our neighborhood. These items are in high demand and are restocked daily. If it is full when you 
arrive, you can bring items to the office. 

Highlands Community Ministries - Their food pantry serves the zip codes: 40204, 40205, and 40218. Open Wed-Fri 
10-1, they accept all shelf stable food items. They are currently running out of food most weeks. For more infor-
mation call:(502) 451-3695 ext. 260. 

PACT - Portland Avenue Community Trust accepts shelf stable food items, hygiene and clothing items. Their food 
pantry is open Thursdays from 10-1. They always need items and are seeing record numbers of folks come 
through. For more information contact: Amanda Schmitt - awschmitt51@gmail.com. 

 

VOLUNTEER 

Portland - Dare to Care hosts a mobile food pantry at Portland Avenue Community Trust (2508 Portland Ave) the 
first Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am. This volunteer opportunity will include sorting and handing out food dona-
tions. For more information, contact: Bill Wade - bill.wade@gmail.com. 

Smoketown - Dare to Care also hosts a mobile food pantry on the third Thursday of the month at 1:15 pm at Grace 
Hope Presbyterian Church (702 E Breckinridge St). For more information contact: Megan McCarty - me-
gan.mccarty@hpclouisville.org.  

Central Presbyterian Church - Every Wednesday, Central cooks and serves around 150 lunches for anyone who 
shows up. They would love volunteers to help cook and serve. For more information contact: David Wheeler - da-
vidwheeler852@gmail.com.  

Briargate Presbyterian Church - Every Tuesday evening, Briargate Presbyterian cooks and packages over 500 meals 
for those who need it. They would love volunteers to help cook and package. For more information contact: Kevin 
Kouba - bearwood223@gmail.com. 

Feed Louisville - Cooking thousands of meals every day, Feed Louisville has lots of ways to volunteer. You can prep 
and cook food, rescue food from places around town, or deliver food any day of the week. You can also gather a 
group and volunteer together. For more information contact: volunteer@feedlouisville.org. 

 

GIVE FINANCIALLY 

Dare to Care - If you choose to give to one organization working on this crisis in Louisville, make it Dare to Care. 
Just $1 provides two meals to individuals experiencing food insecurity.  

Community Relief - Highland Presbyterian Church has a Community Relief fund which can provide financial help for 
folks in our congregation and beyond. Part of this money goes to provide Kroger gift cards for those who are in 
needs of emergency food assistance. You can donate on our website or write a check to the church marked 
“Community Relief” in the memo. 

Area Ministries - While Highlands Community Ministries is the church’s area ministry to sponsor, many other area 
ministries are underfunded and need support to meet the needs of their neighborhoods. Consider giving a dona-
tion to Central, South, or West Louisville Community Ministries. For more information contact Megan McCarty. 
 
 

 

How can YOU support HPC’s response to food insecurity? 

Gratitude and Transition for our Parish Associate Ministry 
 

Over the years Cynthia Campbell has shared her gifts with Highland Presbyterian in 
manifold ways: preacher of the word, teacher extraordinaire, head of staff, capital 
campaign leader, spiritual guide, handbell ringer, and more. Most recently she has 
served for two years — more than ably — as our Parish Associate for Member Care, 
ministering especially to homebound folks or people going through various crises. In 
that role she has witnessed and held tenderly many of our life stories. Now Cynthia 
will step away from this position at the end of 2025. We are deeply grateful for Cyn-
thia's dedication to our congregation and its members, and we wish her well as she 
finally enjoys full retirement.  
 

Charles Brockwell and then Cynthia Campbell have blessed Highland with their loving parish associate ministries. 
The Personnel Committee and ministerial staff are now discerning the right person to fill this very part-time pastoral 
position. We are talking with interested applicants, and anyone seeking more information may contact the church 
office at (502) 451-2910 or kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org.  

mailto:awschmitt51@gmail.com
mailto:bill.wade@gmail.com
mailto:megan.mccarty@hpclouisville.org
mailto:megan.mccarty@hpclouisville.org
mailto:davidwheeler852@gmail.com
mailto:davidwheeler852@gmail.com
mailto:bearwood223@gmail.com
mailto:volunteer@feedlouisville.org
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Louisville Showing Up for Racial Justice, More Light Presbyterian (annual membership), Preston Highway Hispanic 
Ministries, and Metropolitan Housing Coalition. 
 

From Finance: 
The Session authorized the Investment Committee to reallocate up to $2,000,000 of the Stodghill Fund assets into 
more liquid, flexible investments so that they can be used if needed to fund church expenses. 
 

The Session approved extending the HPC loan in the amount of $500,000 to The Housing Partnership for another 
five-year term beginning October 31, 2025. 
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Want to receive communications from the church via email?  
If you didn’t receive this newsletter via email, that means you haven’t opted in to our electronic email group. That 
means you may occasionally miss important announcements from Highland Presbyterian Church. If you’d like to be 
added to our email list, please email Kathleen (kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) or call  502-451-2910. 
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The church office  
will be closed  

Thursday & Friday,  
December 25 & 26 

for the  
Christmas holidays  

and  
Thursday, January 1  
for New Year’s Day 

December 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Sun.:    9:30 – Sunday School & Adult Ed (not 28th)                Weekly Meetings: 

           11:00 – Worship                                                             Wed.:  1:00 – Ministerial Staff Meeting 

             1:30 – Highland Ringers (not 28th)                                          6:00 – Children’s Choirs (not 24th or 31st) 

             5:30 – Youth Group (not 28th)                                    Thurs.: 10:00 – STITCH (not 25th) 

Mon.: 12:30 – Staff Meeting                                                                10:00 – WOW (not 25th) 

Tues.: 10:00 - STITCH (not 23rd or 30th)                                            6:30 – Choir Rehearsal (not 25th) 

  
  

1 
  
  

  

  

2 

9:00 PACT Mobile 

Pantry  

4:00 Property Com-

mittee 

5:30 Fellowship 

5:30 Anti-Racism 

Team 

3 

  

4 

  

1:00 Bridge Club 
  
8:00 Choir Fellow-

ship 

5 

  

  

6 

  
  
  

7 
  
12:00 ROOTS/MS 
  
4:30 Youth Music 

8 
  
  

  

6:30 WINGS 

9 

4:30 Personnel 

Committee 
  
 7:00 HPC Pub 

Gathering 

10 

5:30 Worship & 

Spiritual Life Com-

mittee 
  
  

11 
  

  

12 

  

13 

  
9:00 HPC Workday 

  

14 

10:00 Youth Music 
  
12:15 Carol Sing & 

Lunch 

  

  

15 

  

5:00 Finance Com-

mittee 
  
  

16 

1:30 Smoketown 

Mobile Pantry 
  
3:00 Adult Ed 

  

17 

9:15 NWS Board 

Meeting 
  
6:15 Session 

18 

  

  

  

19 

  

  

20 

 10:00 Children’s 

Pageant Rehearsal 

21 

  

  

5:00 Longest Night 

Service 

22 23 

  

  

24 

4:00 Preludes 

4:30 Lessons & 

Carols Service 
 

9:00 Candlelight 

and Communion 

Service 

25 

Church Office 

Closed 

26 

Church Office  

Closed 

  

27 

28 

  

  

  

29 30 31       

mailto:rob.miller@hpclouisville.org


NON-PROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE PAID 

LOUISVILLE, KY 

PERMIT NO 1737 

Highland Presbyterian Church 

1011 Cherokee Road 

Louisville, KY 40204 

 

December 2025 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 December 2025 

Advent and Christmas 2025 at Highland Presbyterian 
This Advent season, we hope you will join us for weekly worship and a variety of special events and services 
throughout the month of December! 
   

Sundays, November 30, December 7, 14, and 21 at 11:00am — Worship 
Worship with us each week as we journey through Advent, with services shaped by a new all-ages liturgy 
called Child of Blessing. On December 7, Highland Ringers will help lead our worship, and on December 14, 
our Chancel, HPC Orchestra, and Youth Music Ministries will join together in joyful anticipation. On Decem-
ber 21, don’t miss the annual Children’s Christmas Pageant, when our young disciples proclaim the Christmas 
good news with music offered by children and congregation alike. 

  

Sunday, November 30 at 3:30pm, dinner at 5:00pm — Advent Workshop & Dinner 
Please join us for this wonderful family event! We'll enjoy Advent crafts to decorate our tree in Fellowship 
Hall as well as things to decorate your home. All are welcome! We conclude with dinner and music in Fellow-
ship Hall at 5:00pm.  

  

Sunday, December 14 at 12:00pm — Carol Sing & Lunch 
Get into the holiday spirit with an afternoon of caroling and a soup and sandwich lunch in the fellowship hall 
following worship! This is an informal time of fellowship and singing our favorite Christmas carols together. 
No need to bring anything but the fellowship committee would love help setting up or cleaning up after 
lunch. And if you play an instrument, feel free to bring it along and join members of the HPC Orchestra as 
they lead us in joyful music. 

  

Sunday, December 21 at 5:00pm — Longest Night Service 
You’re invited to this quiet, shorter worship service that makes space for the grief and burdens we bear 
amidst a joyous season, and we’ll share the lifegiving sacrament of communion. As poet Jane Kenyon re-
minds us, “God does not leave us comfortless / so let evening come.” 

  

Wednesday, December 24 — Christmas Eve Worship Services 
        4:30pm — Lessons and Carols 

We hear and sing the promise of the Messiah and the birth of Jesus through scripture and song, contin-
uing in the historic Lessons and Carols tradition. Come make joyful noise with brass, timpani, organ, 
choir, and bells. Join the Christmas story and be a part of our community of Christ. Christmas Preludes 
begin at 4:00pm — come find your place and celebrate the season amid sound, spirit, and love. Child-
care is provided for the 4:30 service. 
 

        9:00pm — Candlelight and Communion 
Take part in this joyfully reverent celebration of the wondrous gift of Emmanuel — God with us in Jesus 
Christ. Encounter the mystery of the incarnation through scripture and word, rejoice in Jesus’ birth 
in song with strings, piano, and organ, and be the body of Christ sharing communion and candlelight. 

 
 

 

STITCH OPEN HOUSE / SALE   
 

On Thursday afternoon, December 11 from 12 noon to 
3:00 pm, the students and volunteers of STITCH are 
hosting an Open House and Sale. STITCH is a ministry of 
Highland Presbyterian Church with Kentucky Refugee Ministries and for over 14 years we have 
been teaching refugee women to sew. These women have been able to use their new skills to 
make items to sell, while sewing at STITCH, and also in their homes. This helps them supple-
ment their family income. One hundred percent of the sales go directly to the women who  
create the items. Please stop by and shop from their amazing selection of handcrafted items: 
purses, tote bags, cosmetic bags, hats, scarves, aprons, microwave bowl potholders, pillows, 
table runners, baby items, and Christmas  
decorations. 
 

STITCH is located in the Pleune-Mobley Center at 969 Cherokee Road, on the northeast corner 
of Cherokee Road and Highland Avenue. Park in the church parking lot off of Highland Avenue. 
Cross the alley and enter the building on the lower level near the orange and blue recycling 
cans. Take the elevator to the third floor. 
 

Cash, checks, and credit cards are all accepted. 


