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 This Week at Highland 

Sunday, November 30 – 1st Sunday of Advent 
NWS Carmichael’s’ Book Fair begins 
9:30 Sunday School & Adult Ed  
11:00   Sunday Worship 
1:30 Highland Ringers - Sanctuary 
3:30 Advent Workshop – Fellowship Hall 
5:00 Advent Workshop Dinner – Dining Room 
5:30 Youth Group – Burns Center 
 
Monday, December 1 
12:30 Staff Meeting 
 
Tuesday, December 2 
9:00 PACT Mobile Pantry – 2508 Portland Ave 
10:00  STITCH – Pleune-Mobley 3rd floor 
4:00 Property Committee – Office Conf. Room 
5:30 Antiracism Team – Zoom 
5:30 Fellowship Committee - Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 3 
12:00 NWS Training – Fellowship Hall 
1:00 Ministerial Staff Meeting 
6:00 Children’s Music Ministry 
 
Thursday, December 4 
10:00  STITCH – Pleune-Mobley 3rd floor  
10:00   WOW 
1:00 Bridge Club – Memorial Lounge 
6:30 Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
8:00 Choir Fellowship – Fellowship Hall 
 
Sunday, December 7 
9:30 Sunday School & Adult Ed  
11:00   Sunday Worship 
12:00 ROOTS/MS Event 
1:30     Highland Ringers – Sanctuary 
4:30 Youth Music – Sanctuary 
5:30 HS Youth Group – Burns Center 
 
 
 

 



First Sunday of Advent • November 30, 2025 • 11:00am 
 

we gather 
 

Preludes 
 Il est né, le divin enfant           arr. Gary Schocker 
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   
 Angelus ad Virginem 

Amy Pauw & Kim Johnson, flutes 
 
Gathering Meditation                 Nolan Huizenga           

         
Lighting the Advent Candle                  Kramer Family 

Processional Hymn 91 - Come, Come Emmanuel            Numbers 24:17  
 

People of God, we light the candle of hope. 
Live in the hope of the Lord. 
God’s house will be most holy. People of God, 
Live in the hope of the Lord. 
All nations will come to God’s holy place. People of God, 
Live in the hope of the Lord. 
People in God’s holy place will not fight;  
they will grow and love. People of God, 
Live in the hope of the Lord. 
We give thanks that this place is part of God’s holy place,  
where we grow and love. People of God, 
Live in the hope of the Lord. 

 
† Hymn 83 - Come, Though Long-Expected Jesus                  Malachi 3:1-4 
  
Prayer of Confession           Anna Sekula 

Loving God, thank you for your grace. 
You have called us to walk with you, but we have not followed.  
Forgive us when we ignore you and each other. 
Have mercy on us and show us your way 
so that we can learn to do your will. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

 
† Please rise in body or spirit 

Christmas “Elf” Drive for Highlands Community Ministries - From now until December 4th, we will 
collect new throw blankets and $25 gift cards for Target, Walmart, or Kroger. Please bring to the 
church office! 
 
Sunday, December 14 at 12:00pm — Carol Sing & Lunch - Get into the holiday spirit with an afternoon 
of caroling and a soup and sandwich lunch in the fellowship hall following worship! This is an informal 
time of fellowship and singing our favorite Christmas carols together. No need to bring anything but 
the fellowship committee would love help setting up or cleaning up after lunch. And if you play an 
instrument, feel free to bring it along and join members of the HPC Orchestra as they lead us in joyful 
music. Bring a plate of cookies to share!   
 
Help Santa. No reindeer required. We of the World (WOW) has a Christmas list for its work serving 
refugee children. We need: 

• Books – Board books for tots and classics that speak to elementary-age children from many 
cultures. WOW supports literacy by giving a book to every child we serve and with a free-
book shelf in the KRM lobby. 

• Small, huggable stuffed animals, clean and in good condition. 
• Coloring books and crayons (24 packs) 

WOW has a collection box in the fellowship hall. With your support WOW has served 466 children with 
clothing, books and toys so far this year. THANK YOU! 
 
More prayer squares needed! If you knit or crochet, the deacons would love your help in creating 
more prayer squares. These small squares can be various sizes (but usually about 3 inches) and can be 
any color or texture you would like to use. Bring finished squares to the office, please. If you have 
questions or need a pattern, contact megan.mccarty@hpclouisville.org. 

It’s almost time for poinsettias! Fresh poinsettias will soon 
bring added cheer to the sanctuary for Advent and Christ-
mas. If you would like to dedicate a poinsettia in honor of 
or in memory of someone special, the cost is $10 each.  You 
may take your dedicated flowers home with you after the 

last service on Christmas Eve. Contact the church office at 451-2910 to arrange for your dedication or 
fill out this form below and place it in the offering plate with your payment during a service. 

 
________# of Poinsettia plants:   ____ to Honor,   ____ in Memory of ___________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
By: ________________________________________________________________________________ 



Kyrie Hymn 115 - Away in a Manger             MUELLER 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  
Friends, wake up! Salvation is near. 
In the name of Christ, we are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

† Hymn 583 - Gloria, gloria                 GLORIA 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

† Passing the Peace of Christ 
 The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 

we listen 
 

Time with Young Disciples           Amy Bishop  
Hymn 95 - Prepare the Way of the Lord         Isaiah 40:3 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, 
and all people will see 
the salvation of our God. 

 

All children are invited to come forward while we sing. Children kindergarten 
and younger are invited to the nursery following the Time with Young Disciples.  

  We will bring them back in time for the last hymn. 
 

Prayer for Illumination          
 

Gospel Reading                         Matthew 24:36-44 (page 27) 
 

 Rejoice, Rejoice, Come Sing with Me (insert)          Psalm 122 
Sung antiphonally - italics for soloist; regular font for congregation 

      

Hebrew Scripture Reading                                    Isaiah 2:1-5 (page 631) 
  
Sermon                         Adrian White 

Announcements 
The Advent Workshop is today! We hope to see you today from 3:30-5:00pm as we kick off the 
Advent season. It’s a family event with lots of Advent crafts and fun! Dinner will be served at 5:00. All 
are welcome! 
 
Attention Bridge Players - Highland hosts a Bridge Club that usually meets the first Thursday of the 
month. If you would like to be included on our player list, please contact Patti Pinkley or Kathleen 
(kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church office. We will meet on Thurs., December 4 at 1 pm. 
 
WINGS (Women in God's Spirit) - Next WINGS meeting will be Monday, December 8 at 6:30pm. All 
women of HPC are invited. Contact Laurie Anderson or Kathy O’Hearn or Kathleen 
(kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church office for more information. 
 
HPC Pub Night - A group will be gathering Tuesday, December 9, at 7:00pm for a beverage and some 
good conversation at TEN20 Craft Brewery at 1020 E. Washington St. Come join us. No agenda, just 
conversation in good company. All are welcome. If you would like to be added to the list for 
announcements about the upcoming HPC pub nights, please contact Ralph Bowling or Kathleen 
(kathleen.poole@hpclouisville.org) in the church office. 
 
STITCH OPEN HOUSE/SALE - On Thursday December 11 from 12 to 3:00 pm, the students and 
volunteers of STITCH are hosting an Open House and Sale. STITCH is a ministry of Highland Presbyterian 
Church with Kentucky Refugee Ministries and for over 14 years we have been teaching refugee women 
to sew. These women have been able to use their new skills to make items to sell, while sewing at 
STITCH, and also in their homes. One hundred percent of the sales go directly to the women who 
create the items. Please stop by and shop from their amazing selection of handcrafted items: purses, 
hats, table runners, Christmas decorations and more. STITCH is located in the Pleune-Mobley Center at 
969 Cherokee Road. Enter the building on the lower level, off the alley, and take the elevator to the 
third floor.  
 
Weekday School Book Fair, Nov. 30-Dec. 6: Shop in-store or online at Carmichael’s 
Bookstore or Carmichael’s Kids to benefit Highland Presbyterian Nursery and Weekday 
School. For online orders, enter coupon code “HPW” at check-out. Each order will be 
entered into a raffle for a prize. Gift cards and discounts do not apply. Join us on Dec. 6 
for Carmichael's Book Fair Storytime Closing Event at 10:00 AM. For the school’s wish 
list, check out the QR code.  
 

This week, please include the following people in your daily prayers: Dan Arbough, Shana Funk,  
Christina Davis, George Carter, Bill Wolfe, Mary Bealmear, Melissa McCloud, Jeff Hobart, Maryann 
Smith, Patti Pinkley, Cindy Napier Holland, Alan Bird, Meghan Booth, Scotty Martin, Don Seeger, Alice 
Cash, Communities of Bellewood & Brooklawn, and members of sibling congregation Grace Hope 
Presbyterian Church. 



we respond 
 

† Hymn 97 — Watchman, Tell Us of the Night                     Romans 13:12 
Pulpit Side: Traveler; Piano Side: Watchman 

 
Invitation to Generosity                             Megan McCarty 

   
Anthem - E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                     Paul Manz  
           Chancel Choir           

 
† Doxology Hymn 143             REGENT SQUARE 

All creation, join in praising 
God the Maker, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising 
to the eternal Three in One: 
come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King! 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
† Hymn 384 - Soon and Very Soon             Revelation 22:20  
 
† Benediction 
 
Postlude - Fanfare on "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"               Paul Fey 
 

 Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service is obtained from CCLI, CCS,  
and from One License with license #A-710725. 

 
This Advent and Christmas season, we are using liturgy from a new Presbyterian Association of 
Musicians resource called Child of Blessing. Highland Pres is grateful to be among the congregations 
piloting this innovative program, which seeks to make worship more accessible for people of all ages 
and illuminates the ways that children are essential participants and leaders in our community. 
Children will create our bulletin art each week. This week’s is by Leah Kramer. The Advent gathering 
meditations and banners in the sanctuary are by liturgical artist Rev. Meg Rift. 

Welcome to Highland Presbyterian Church 

 

We are so glad you have joined us in worship today. Whether you are visiting for the first 
time, haven’t attended in a long time, or are a long time member, your presence is a gift to us. 
All are welcome in worship and at the table of communion. We hope your experience is 
meaningful and relevant among this church community. If you are new here, please sign the 
red friendship pad and include some contact information so we can make you feel more 
welcome following the service.  
 

Highland Presbyterian Church is a PC(USA) More Light Congregation, a Matthew 25 
Congregation, and an Earth Care Congregation. For more information about these 
commitments, please visit our website at www.hpclouisville.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re committed to inclusivity. The congregation of Highland Presbyterian Church affirms the 
worth and dignity of all people. We are all created in God’s image, and in Christ we are the 
children of God. Just as Jesus welcomed everyone into his fellowship, including those who 
traditionally had been marginalized, we welcome all people to our congregation regardless of 
race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, 
income, or political beliefs. All are invited to worship, serve, and participate fully in the life and 
ministry of Highland.  
 

Large print bulletins (including hymns) and hearing enhancement devices are available. If 
you would like either, please ask an usher. Children’s bulletins and Bibles for beginning 
readers are available on the rack at the back of the sanctuary. 
  

Our Nursery is on the second floor — to get there walk through Fellowship Hall and go up the 
stairs near Memorial Lounge. Children ages 3 and younger are invited (not required!) to enjoy 
that caring space. Children kindergarten and younger are invited to this space following the 
Time with Young Disciples and will return during the final hymn. 
 

Be a part of Highland Presbyterian Church’s Music Ministry! We have a strong spiritual 
connection with music and would love for you to be a part of it. We have both instrumental 
and choral ensembles for all age groups. Contact Vini Frizzo if you have any questions: 
vini.frizzo@hpclouisville.org. 

 

mailto:vini.frizzo@hpclouisville.org

