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31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in
him. 32 If God is glorified in him,c; God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at
once. -

33 “My children, | will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as | told
the Jews, so | tell you now: Where | am going, you cannot come.

34 “Anew command I give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love

one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”

What stands out to me about this passage is the finality of it. Jesus is making it clear
to his followers that he is leaving and will not see them for at least a very long time. He says
“Where | am going you cannot come”. With this knowledge it makes the words Jesus is
saying much more powerful. He is leaving those listening with one last message. Loving
one another is one of Jesus’s most important teachings, for these are the words he wants
to stay with his followers.

I can connect with this idea because as part of the youth group at this church, | have
had to leave people many times. A lot of people have been in and out throughout the years.
Two of our youth pastors have left: first it was Doodle Harris, then interim Michael Harper.
It has been difficult at times to deal with all the change that has occurred throughout the
program. It was especially difficult when Michael left because he was leaving along with a
large group of seniors that had been essential to our program throughout the years. | knew
the leadership was in good hands because of Adrian, however the members of the youth
group now felt incomplete and the future was slightly uncertain.

But | think the most important thing to remember when considering how to deal
with people that are important to you leaving your life is to remember what Jesus said in
today’s passage. Love each other. So, | did my best to treat those around me in church,
youth group, and life with as much love as those older than me gave me.

I am now in the same boat, leaving the youth group for college next year. Where | am
going, no one else can come. So, | hope that all the people | am leaving continue to love as
I embark on this new journey of independence. It will be difficult to go to the University of
Wisconsin completely by myself, but | am ecstatic because | am excited for a new chapter
of my life that | am leading by myself, and | know that those | am leaving will continue to
love.

Lachlan Barber


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013&version=NIV&fen-NIV-26663c

As | leave Highland Presbyterian Church and move on to college, | think back and | realize
that Highland is pretty much the only consistent element in my life outside my immediate
family that | have had through all my youth. | have been here since | was very young. The
entire time I’'ve experienced what Jesus tells his disciples what to practice here is
unconditional love. I’ve always felt safe and comforted when | am here. I’ve changed
schools and whatever sport I’ve played, and at some pointit all ends. But | have always had
Highland Presbyterian Church and everybody here has always treated me so kindly and
welcomed me and it’s been my backbone to allow me to grow into who I am now and who |
will be in college. As | leave where no one can follow, | implore everybody to continue to
practice that unconditional love that Jesus teaches here. I’ve never really seen any sort of
excess of love. | do think it is one of those qualities which no one can never have too much,
as Jesus says there. That’s really all | have. | have loved my time here and | am looking
forward to the future.

George Burke

Before Jesus leaves to go where others cannot follow, he leaves us this one singular
message: to love each other as He has loved us. God has left his followers and the Jews of
the time many rules: the beatitudes, the ten commandments but to me, this has been the
most important teaching. What Jesus says here is said so clearly and directly, it’s as if He
wants to assure that there can be absolutely no misinterpretations or misunderstandings.
This verse has stuck with me more than ANY other verse I’'ve read in my life.

But when | was writing this sermon, | really had to dive deep into what Jesus was really
saying. “Love each other as | loved you”. What’d Jesus’ love mean? How did Jesus love his
disciples? Well Jesus has spread nothing but love throughout his life. He had shown love to
the woman at the well, even though he didn’t agree with her beliefs; he had shown love to
the leper, despite the social stigma, directly preceding the verses read, Jesus had told the
disciples that one of them would betray him, yet Jesus had still loved him by washing his
feet along with all of his disciples feet. Jesus would go on to suffer and die out of love for
every human being there has been, is, or will ever be.

So with all this in mind, what is Jesus asking? What does it mean to love one another like
Jesus loved us? Is Jesus asking us to perform miracle or die for one another? No. Jesus did
acts of kindness without repayment. That’s all he wants from us today.

Amen.

Cooper Osborne



