
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Highland, 
 
A joyful Advent and Christmas season to you from your HPC staff! We thank 
God for the honor of serving in ministry alongside you all. May Jesus’ arrival 
spark hope and transformation in each of us, empowering us to bless the world 
in his name.  
 
May Christ’s peace dwell richly in you this December! 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

“SHARING HOPE FROM THE HEART OF THE HIGHLANDS”   DECEMBER 2023 

Sunday, December 3 - 12:00pm - Advent Workshop & Lunch 
 

Thursday, December 7 - 7:30pm - Advent Lessons & Carols 
 at Cathedral of the Assumption 

 

Sunday, December 10 - 4:00pm - Christmas Caroling  
 

Sunday, December 17 - 11:00am - Gaudete Sunday 
 

Thursday, December 21 - 6:00pm - Service for the Weary 
 

Sunday, December 24 - 11:00am - Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 

Sunday, December 24 - 4:30pm & 9:00pm - Christmas Eve Services  

 

Advent at Highland Presbyterian Church 



Session Summary 
Report from the November 2023 Session Meeting 

 

 

   The session elected Sallie Stevens as Clerk of Session. 

 

   From Property:  The Session approved the allocation of $100,000 from the Memorial    

    Fund to match the $100,000 already committed by the Nursery and Weekday School 

for renovations to the Walker-Nevin Building. These renovations will include new flooring, LED 

lighting, low-flow toilets and cabinets for classrooms. This project will also include the hiring of a 

short-term, part-time project manager. 
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STITCH NEWS 

On Tuesday afternoon, December 12, from 12 

noon to 3:00 pm,  the students and volunteers 

of STITCH are hosting an Open House and Sale.  

STITCH is a ministry of Highland Pres with Ken-

tucky Refugee Ministries and for over 13 years 

we have been teaching refugee women to sew.  

These women have been able to use their new 

skills to make items to sell, while sewing at 

STITCH, and also in their homes.  This helps 

them supplement their family income.  One 

hundred percent of the sales go directly to the 

women who create the items.  Please stop by 

and shop from their amazing selection of hand-

crafted items:  purses, tote bags, hats, scarves, 

aprons, microwave bowl potholders, pillows, 

table runners, baby items and Christmas items. 

STITCH is located in the Pleune-Mobley Center.  

Enter the building from the church parking lot 

on the lower level near the orange recycling 

cans.  Take the elevator to the third floor. 

Cash, checks, and credit cards are accepted. 

December 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-

day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

Sun.:     9:30 – Sunday School (not the 24th or 31st)             Weekly Meetings: 

            11:00 – Worship                                                                  Wed.:    1:00 – Ministerial Staff Meeting 

              1:30 - Highland Ringers (not the 24th or 31st)                              6:00 – Children’s Music Ministry (not the 20th, 27th) 

              5:00 – Middle School Youth Grp (not the 3rd, 25th, 31st) Thurs.: 10:00 – STITCH (not the 21st or 28th) 

              6:30 – High School Youth Group (not the 3rd, 25th, 31st)               10:00 – WOW (not the 21st) 

Mon.:  12:30 – Staff Meeting (not the 25th)                                               7:00 – Chancel Choir (not the 7th or 28th) 

Tues.:  10:00 - STITCH (not the 19th or 26th) 
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Mission and Service 
Dare to Care Mobile Food Pantries: We give great thanks for our on-
going relationships with our Dare to Care Food Pantries! We help 
provide volunteers for two separate food pantries each month. Port-
land Avenue Community Trust is located at 2508 Portland Ave and 
Grace Hope (Smoketown) is located at 702 E Breckinridge St. This 
month, the food pantries will take place on Tuesday, December 5 

(Portland) at 9:45 am and Tuesday, December 19 (Smoketown) at 1:30 pm. This is a wonderful volunteer oppor-
tunity because you only have to give an hour to make a big difference in someone’s life. As a volunteer, you will be 
handing out the food that Dare to Care provides. It’s a wonderful way to get to know people in other parts of town 
and provide a service that is greatly needed.  
 
Christmas Joy Offering -  This special offering will be collected in worship on Sun-
days, December 17th and 24th. Highland participates in this denominational offering of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) each year. This offering supports the Employee Assistance Pro-
gram of the Board of Pensions providing integral financial support for church workers and 
their families facing difficult life circumstances. Additionally, this offering provides resources 
for Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges to provide supportive environ-
ments designed to help diverse students succeed. Because Advent and Christmas shine a light 
not only on our world’s greatest hope but also on our world’s greatest need, we support the 
work of the church through the Christmas Joy Offering.  

We are Hiring 

Nursery and Weekday School 

Noshing with Nolan! Your deacons have organized some opportunities for you to get to know Nolan Huizenga that we are 
calling “Noshing with Nolan”! There is currently one date chosen with more dates and time options to come in the future. The 
evening will include appetizers and drinks with no agenda other than fellowship time. Hosts have asked that you sign up since 
spaces are limited. Please use the Sign Up Genius link or call or email the office to let us know you are coming. The time cur-
rently available is: Sunday, December 10th from 5-7 at Dale Peterson’s house (address listed in Sign Up Genius.) We hope you 
will join us in welcoming Nolan to Highland Presbyterian Church and deepening our relationships with him. Sign up for this 
event here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4EA5AD2AA1F49-45419207-noshing. 
 

This year’s Longest Night service will take the shape of a “Service for the Weary,” as we use liturgy created by Rev.  Sarah A. 
Speed, of A Sanctified Art.  Her invitation to us:  “Friends, this service is for you.  Bring your grief.  Bring your weariness.  Bring 
your fatigue, and allow yourself a quiet space to reflect and draw near to God.  We hope that these words and this order of 
worship can be a gift, … providing a space of calm, quiet and healing.  May you find peace in your journey.” Our service will be 
Thursday, December 21, 6 p.m., in the sanctuary.  Come as you are.  God will meet you there. 
 

It’s almost time for poinsettias!  These glorious plants will brighten the sanctuary starting Dec. 17.  If you would like to dedi-
cate a poinsettia in honor of or in memory of someone special, the cost is $12 each.  You may take your dedicated flowers 
home with you after the 9:00 service on Christmas Eve.  Contact the church office at 451-2910 to arrange for your dedication.  
 

Crafty Spirit - Our contemplative arts group will not meet in December because it's the week of Christmas. However, please 
mark your calendars for Wednesday, January 24th at 6pm. We'll be making vision boards! Canvas and paints will be provided. 
Please bring any old magazines, newspapers, stickers, letters, or other items you would like to decoupage onto the can-
vas! But please join us for InkWELL, our contemplative writer's group! This is a space to come together with other writers to 
support one another and reflect on the writing life. It is not a critique group. We will discuss our projects, how we are organiz-
ing our time, what challenges and joys we encounter in our writing, and what our writing brings up for us. Time: Thursday  
December 21 @ 6:30-8:30pm. Location: Pleune-Mobley Classroom 111. Contact: angieandriot@gmail.com or 765.760.4569. 
Crafty Spirit is part of PC(USA) 1001 New Worshiping Communities and supported by Highland Presbyterian Church. 
 
Advent Lessons & Carols - Thursday, December 7 at 7:30pm at the Cathedral of the Assumption, 433 South Fifth St. The Ca-
thedral of the Assumption and Highland Presbyterian Church are hosting an evening of sacred scripture and song to help 
deepen out experience and understanding of Advent. The Advent Lessons and Carols service will be presided  over by Fr. An-
thony Chandler, the Cathedral Rector, and Rev. Nolan Huizenga, Pastor of Highland Presbyterian Church. There will be sacred 
music performed by the Highland Presbyterian Church Choir under the direction of Dr. Vini Frizzo, the Cathedral Choir under 
the direction of Dr. Phillip Brisson, and the Louisville Classical Bell Choir under the direction of Sarah Cleary. Refreshments will 
be served in the Undercroft following the service. The service if free and open to everyone. 

In Other News 

We've had a lot of play, (and the learning that comes right along with it), happening at the Nursery and Weekday 
School. Last month was packed full of learning for children, and teachers, too. Thirty-one teachers from our school 
packed their bags and headed south to Nashville, TN to attend the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) conference. Many workshops were attended, many notes were taken and many minds were lit up 
with new learning, new understanding of children's minds and new ideas to bring back to the classrooms. As much 
as we gleaned from this conference, we also contributed to the learning of 
others as we presented a workshop entitled, "Who are we and what are we 
doing here? Examining Core Values to Strengthen Identity, Mission and 
Practice." Three administrators and six teachers worked together to bring 
this new learning to the conference participants who attended.  

 

Examination of our own core values guides us to reflect on our gratitude to 
the many families who trust us with their most precious children. We are 
also grateful for the unwavering support of Highland Presbyterian Church 
and are proud to represent the good work of the church in the Louisville 
community. 

 

The annual Carmichael's Book Fair fundraiser is coming up December 3-9. 
Please shop at any Carmichael's location and mention "Highland Pres." 
when you check out (online shoppers please use the coupon 
code HPW when you check out). Our wonderful school will receive a portion 
of the sale. Thanks for your support, and Merry Christmas to all! 

We’re hiring an energetic, experienced person to serve as Facilities Manager! The Facilities Manager will 
be responsible for oversight and maintenance of the buildings and grounds, equipment, building systems, general 
security, and housekeeping on our campus. Those interested in applying can find specific details about qualifications 
and responsibilities on the church website and should submit a cover letter and résumé via email to  
louisvillehpc@gmail.com. 
 

We are also hiring a Director of Children and Family Ministries! Check this link to the position description: https://
hpclouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2023/11/HPC-Childrens-Ministry-Director-Description-10-2023.pdf. 
 

And we are hiring a Director of Ministry with Youth and Families OR Associate Pastor for Youth and Families . 
Check this link for more information about the position: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DirybA0-
wPuGBLptlVqBn6vHYYIdIER26cGHIh9rxjE/edit?usp=sharing. 
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Dec 1: Dean Warner 

 Steve Makela 

 Jenny Fendig 

 Tim Daniel 

Dec 2: Pris Tillett 

Dec 3: David Baker 

 Susan Sawning 

 Bob Trabue 

Dec 4:   David Gambrell 

Dec 5: Rhys Thomas 

 John Crum 

Dec 6: Annika Beck 

Dec 7: Sophia Letson-Ettin 

 Kathleen Anderson 

 Eric Mount 

Dec 9:   Jenny Dobbins 

 Elias Owen 

 Quentin Owen 

 Vance Smith 

Dec 11: Thomas Connally 

 Joern Soltau 

 Natalie Bajandas 

 Reagan Roberson 

Dec 12:  Carol Toner 

Dec 13: Cindy Owen 

 Joanna Lowry 

 Mary Ann Brockwell 

Dec 14: Todd Brown 

 Brandon Schadt 

 Nanc Angerman 

Dec 16: Reyn Schadt 

 Molly Prince 

 Kelli Mattingly 

Dec 17: Pope Mobley 

Dec 18: Claire Bowling 

 Ameer Marks 

 Will Gump 

Dec 19:   Jack Mead 

Dec 20:  Sandra Teague 

 Patricia Owen 

Dec 21: Liam Walsh 

 Emily Warner 

 Jennifer Porter 

Dec 23: Ann Decker 

 Olivia Bajandas 

 Morgan McGarvey 

Dec 24: Amy Cullen 

 Katie Holmes 

Dec 25: Robert Sutherland 

 Mike Tracy 

Dec 27:   Samuel Coryell 

 Jim Kimmel 

Dec 28: James Giesel 

 Will Oldham 

 Ainsley Jones 

If we ever forget your birthday, or we have it wrong, please let us know! 

Dec 29: Meagan Anderson 

 Ginny Cromer 

 Stephen Owen 

 Monica Goudy 

 Lawrence Ruckman 

 Jennifer Powell 

Dec 30: Angie Moore 

 Chris Valentine 

 David Abate 

Dec 31: Woodford Henegar 

 Bill Oldham 

 Robin Sutherland  

Men’s Pub Night - A group of men will be gathering on Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00pm for a 
beverage and some good conversation at TEN20 Craft Brewery at 1020 E. Washington 
St.  Plenty of socially distanced outdoor seating.  Come join us. No agenda, just conversation in 
good company.  If you would like to be added to the list for announcements about the 
upcoming men’s pub nights, please email Ralph Bowling at ralbow87@gmail.com. 

 
Attention Bridge Players: Highland hosts bridge on the first Thursday of the month at 1:00 pm.  If 
you would like to be included on out player list, please call or email Patti Pinkley at 
patti.pinkley@gmail.com or 419.1003.  Meets December 7th at 1:00pm. 
 

WINGS - meets Monday, December 11 at 6:30 pm. All women of the church are invited! Contact Kathy O’Hearn at 
kathyreed330@gmail.com for more information. 
 
Join us on December 10th at 4:00 pm for Christmas caroling! We will gather in the fellowship hall and practice a few 
Christmas carols and then head down to a few neighbors’ houses to spread Christmas cheer! The evening will end 
with hot chocolate and cookies in the fellowship hall to warm up. (Weather pending! Be on the lookout for updates!) 
This is our fun annual tradition to spread cheer throughout the neighborhood to start off the Advent season. We 
hope to see you there! 

Fellowship 

Presbyterian Union 
A Monthly Discussion Group Sponsored by 

Second Presbyterian and Highland Presbyterian Churches 
 

THE FINAL PRESBYTERIAN UNION AFTER 29 YEARS!!!! 
TOPIC: “Musical Traditions of Advent” 
SPEAKERS:       Jim Rittenhouse, Director of Worship & Music Ministry at Second Presbyterian Church and Dr. Sam 
                          Libra, Organist and Assistant Director of Worship and Music Ministry at Second Presbyterian Church 

Jim Rittenhouse has been a frequent soloist with regional choral and chamber/orchestral ensembles 
since 1989, including the Louisville Orchestra. He holds the Performer’s Certificate and Master of Church Music 
degrees from Southern Seminary where he studied with Dr. Lloyd Mims and Dr. John Dickson. His performanc-
es have included the world premiere performance and recording of Caccini’s La Liberazione di Ruggiero with 
Ars Femina; the Durufle Requiem, Rutti Requiem, Britten Cantata misericordium, and Britten’s War Requiem 
with the Louisville Choral Arts Society; Bach’s Christmas Oratorio with The Blanche Moyse Chorale. He is Direc-
tor of Worship & Music Ministries at Second Presbyterian Church. 

 Samuel Libra is Organist and Assistant Director of Worship & Music at Second Presbyterian Church of 
Louisville. A native of Minnesota, he graduated from Luther College in Iowa, where he studied church music 
with Dr. Gregory Peterson, and completed graduate studies at the University of Washington with Dr. Carole 
Terry. Dr. Libra can regularly heard in worship and concert accompanying and performing solo works on piano, 
harpsichord, and organ. His research has focused on the 19th and early 20th centuries, especially the intersec-
tion between the form and genre, especially in the music of Charles-Marie Widor. 
Where:  Vincenzo’s, The Courtyard Room 105 South 5th Street  

Lunch: buffet, salad, entrée, dessert, and iced tea 
Cost: $25.00 including gratuity 

When:  TUESDAY, December 5, 2023, at 11:30 a.m. 
RSVP:  If you will attend, please notify by 4:00 p.m., Monday, December 4 (if accepting). E-mail Ann or Ivan Schell at 
  adschell@bellsouth.net or phone 894-8440 
Payment: Please pay at door by cash or check. 
Cancellation:  If you make a reservation and do not cancel before 9:00 am on the day of the presentation,  
 we must ask that you pay.  

Memorial Gifts 
 

GIFTS have been given to the Rapier Fund in memory 

of Donald Robert Wrege by Pat Wrege. 
 

GIFTS have been given to the Community Relief Fund 

in honor of Jane Welch's 90th birthday by Patsie Peak. 
 

GIFTS have been given to the Garden Project in 

memory of John King, Donna Perry’s father by Martha 

& Steve Makela. 
 

Highland is most appreciative of these gifts! 

mailto:ralbow87@gmail.com
mailto:adschell@bellsouth.net
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Children’s News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

       

 

 
 

 

 

Stewardship 2024 and Year End Giving 

 

Heat Pumps for Additions and Homes Without Air Ducts Homes with converted attics, porches, or additions can 
effectively heat and cool using ductless air-source heat pumps called mini-splits. You may have heard of them but 
didn’t realize they are heat pumps, one of the most energy efficient methods available for making homes comforta-
ble.  

A mini-split can also be used to air condition and heat your home if you do not have air ducts. Mini-splits are 
small, flexible units with outdoor air-source heat pumps and indoor wall elements. Worth noting, mini-split owners 
tend to become enthusiasts. In addition to single space units, models that can heat and cool up to four rooms – 
each with its own thermostat – are available with one outdoor unit. Mini-splits lose no heat due to ductwork heat 
loss, making them even more efficient than ducted air-source heat pumps. Initially mini-splits are more expensive 
than a conventional cooling and heating choice but use about 30 percent of the energy of a conventional system, 
providing homeowners savings over time. Notably, Federal tax credits are available for heat pumps. For infor-
mation about adopting mini-split heat pumps, contact an experienced installer. Information courtesy of: energy.gov 
(google mini-splits) and louisvillecan.org. Coming in January: how to save energy and money when you replace your 
water heater. 

 
"Let your generosity be the spark that ignites endless possibilities for genera-
tions to come." – Oprah Winfrey 
 
Join us in imagining the endless opportunities through your generous pledge 
for 2024. Scan the QR code to make your commitment today!  
 
 

Pledges & Gifts - All year end gifts, Operating Pledge, Special Offerings, and Designated Gift payments to Highland 
Presbyterian Church should be postmarked or in the church office by December 31, 2023, to be recognized as chari-
table gifts for tax purposes in 2023. 
 
HPC Online Pledge Payments - Please remember if you pay your 2024 pledge online in 2023 to use “Advance 
Pledge” on www.hpclouisville.org and click on the “Give” link. The memo boxes to the right of the dollar amounts 
are available for you to add a donation description like “2023 Pledge”. 
 
Gifts of Stock - Because we believe in being good stewards of what God has entrusted to us, we encourage you to 
thoughtfully consider the advantages of giving stock to Highland Presbyterian Church. If you own appreciated stock, 
it is almost always better to contribute stock than cash. By giving appreciated stock to a charitable organization, you 
avoid paying capital gains tax on the increased value of the stock. Because you are giving to a charitable organiza-
tion, your gift is deductible for the market value of the stock at the time it was given. Many of our members have 
found that giving appreciated stock to the church makes very good sense. Please ask your financial advisor if this is a 
viable option for you. If you plan to give securities to the church, please first notify Clyde Foshee at 
clyde.foshee@outlook.com or call him at 502-451-2910. Highland Presbyterian Church's policy is to immediately sell 
all stock gifts and deposit the proceeds from the sale into the church bank account. 
 
Stock Gift Delivery Instructions - Robert W. Baird & Co is HPC’s brokerage firm to accept and process stock gifts. 
HPC’s contact at Baird is Jesse Ryan 502-420-1400. HPC’s DTC (Depository Trust Company, Baird’s agent for receiving 
stock gifts) number is 0547. 

Environmental Stewardship 
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Youth News 
Interested in being a part of the music ministry? Check out the information below to see how you can share your 
talents. Music is a gift we all possess so join us! We would love for you to be part of the sounds of Highland! 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR - Come sing with us! All are welcome and we'd love to have you be a part of the music ministry. 
Singing in choir is a great place to meet new people and become a part of a rich history of our church. We meet 
Thursdays at 7pm in the choir room. Childcare can be provided for rehearsals, if needed, please contact me 
vini.frizzo@hpclouisville.org prior to coming with your child.  
 

• Thursday, December 7th 7:30pm Advent Lessons and Carols at the Cathedral of Assumption; Call time is 6:30pm 
• Sunday, December 24th 4:30pm Lessons and Carols; Call time is 3:30pm. 
• Choir Break: December 25th to January 7th, Choir resumes Thursday, January 11th 
 

HIGHLAND RINGERS - Highland Presbyterian Church are proud owners of a 5-octave Malmark Bellcraftsmen set of 
hand bells as well as a 3-octave set of hand chimes. Highland Ringers meets weekly on Sundays at 1:30pm in the 
sanctuary. If you are interested in ringing, please contact me at vini.frizzo@hpclouisville.org.  
 

• Sunday, December 3rd, 11:00 am Service; Call time at 10:20 am 
• Sunday, December 10th, 11:00 am Service; Call time at 10:45 am 
• Sunday, December 17th, 11:00 am Service; Call time at 10:00 am 
• Sunday, December 24th, 4:30 pm Lessons and Carols; Call time 3:00 pm 
• Bell Break: December 25th to December 31st; Bell rehearsals resume Sunday, January 7th 
 

HPC ORCHESTRA  - Do you play an instrument? If so, HPC Orchestra is always looking for folks to play with us. We 
are scheduled to play December 17th for Gaudete Sunday. Interested in playing? We tailor the music to fit every-
one’s level. Think about it! We have loads of fun! So come talk to me or shoot me an email, 
vini.frizzo@hpclouisville.org. 
 

• Monday, December 11th at 7pm Rehearsal 
• Sunday, December 17th 11am Service (Gaudete Sunday); Call time is 10:15 am 
• Potential upcoming date: Palm Sunday, March 24th. 
 
Vini Frizzo 

Youth Group for December 
 

Middle School 
Regular Schedule: 5:00p – 6:15p in the Burns Center 
 

12/3 — Help with Advent Workshop (after worship) 
 
12/10 — Attend All-Church Christmas Caroling (4pm) 
 
12/17 — Reverse Youth Group  
 

High School 
Regular Schedule: 6:30p – 7:45p in the Burns Center 

 
12/3 — Help with Advent Workshop 
(After worship) 
 
12/10 — Youth Group Christmas 
Gathering  
 
12/17 — Reverse Youth Group  
 

 
 

Save the Date:  
The annual Trivia Night sponsored by the youth program is 
scheduled for Sunday night, February 4th!  
 
 

Greetings from your APNC Youth Committee!  We went before the Presbytery COM on 
Nov 6 for approval and after some minor modifications to our posting, our Ministry Dis-
cernment Profile was passed and has been posted in the PCUSA Church Leadership Con-
nection as an open Youth Associate Pastor position or a Director of Ministry posi-
tion.  You can also find our posting on the church website, along with the Children's 
Committee posting.  We have a posting currently on the Presbyterian Youth Workers As-
sociation website and have established a relationship with their director.  We have 
reached out to several professional sources such as the More Light Presbyterian website 
and the Johnson C. Smith Seminary with plans to reach out to other Presbyterian Semi-
naries for posting.  We have had several self nominated applications come in this week 

already and have had some contacts with others that are interested in applying.  We have met and gone through 
our first set of matched applications through the CLC system and feel like we made a great deal of progress in the 
month of November.  Please feel free to reach out to any of our members if we can be of any assistance and we 
welcome your prayers for our Committee and our next Youth Director in this process! 

Children’s Music Ministry 
COMFORT AND JOY 

 

In all its hustle and bustle, may December bring tidings of comfort and joy to you and your children.  It IS the most 
wonderful time of the year to sing carols and songs of love, Jesus, God, and peace on earth.  We are “setting” mem-
ories in your children’s brains by singing classic Christmas hymns.  We know repetition helps memory, and memory 
is a key component of brain development.  May we all have those GOOSEBUMPS when we sing Hark the Herald and 
Silent Night. 
 

Children’s choirs continue Wednesday evenings at 6:00, December 6 and December 13.  NO CHOIR on Wednesday, 
December 20 and 27.   
 

Pageant rehearsal-Saturday, December 23, 10:00am. 
 

Pageant with BEAUTFIFUL singing by your children-11:00am, December 24 - Yes, that’s Christmas Eve!   Bring your 
whole family!  
 

MUSIC will bring us together this Advent and Christmas. Joy to the WORLD! 
 

Martha Makela 
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Vini Frizzo 

Youth Group for December 
 

Middle School 
Regular Schedule: 5:00p – 6:15p in the Burns Center 
 

12/3 — Help with Advent Workshop (after worship) 
 
12/10 — Attend All-Church Christmas Caroling (4pm) 
 
12/17 — Reverse Youth Group  
 

High School 
Regular Schedule: 6:30p – 7:45p in the Burns Center 

 
12/3 — Help with Advent Workshop 
(After worship) 
 
12/10 — Youth Group Christmas 
Gathering  
 
12/17 — Reverse Youth Group  
 

 
 

Save the Date:  
The annual Trivia Night sponsored by the youth program is 
scheduled for Sunday night, February 4th!  
 
 

Greetings from your APNC Youth Committee!  We went before the Presbytery COM on 
Nov 6 for approval and after some minor modifications to our posting, our Ministry Dis-
cernment Profile was passed and has been posted in the PCUSA Church Leadership Con-
nection as an open Youth Associate Pastor position or a Director of Ministry posi-
tion.  You can also find our posting on the church website, along with the Children's 
Committee posting.  We have a posting currently on the Presbyterian Youth Workers As-
sociation website and have established a relationship with their director.  We have 
reached out to several professional sources such as the More Light Presbyterian website 
and the Johnson C. Smith Seminary with plans to reach out to other Presbyterian Semi-
naries for posting.  We have had several self nominated applications come in this week 

already and have had some contacts with others that are interested in applying.  We have met and gone through 
our first set of matched applications through the CLC system and feel like we made a great deal of progress in the 
month of November.  Please feel free to reach out to any of our members if we can be of any assistance and we 
welcome your prayers for our Committee and our next Youth Director in this process! 

Children’s Music Ministry 
COMFORT AND JOY 

 

In all its hustle and bustle, may December bring tidings of comfort and joy to you and your children.  It IS the most 
wonderful time of the year to sing carols and songs of love, Jesus, God, and peace on earth.  We are “setting” mem-
ories in your children’s brains by singing classic Christmas hymns.  We know repetition helps memory, and memory 
is a key component of brain development.  May we all have those GOOSEBUMPS when we sing Hark the Herald and 
Silent Night. 
 

Children’s choirs continue Wednesday evenings at 6:00, December 6 and December 13.  NO CHOIR on Wednesday, 
December 20 and 27.   
 

Pageant rehearsal-Saturday, December 23, 10:00am. 
 

Pageant with BEAUTFIFUL singing by your children-11:00am, December 24 - Yes, that’s Christmas Eve!   Bring your 
whole family!  
 

MUSIC will bring us together this Advent and Christmas. Joy to the WORLD! 
 

Martha Makela 
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Children’s News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

       

 

 
 

 

 

Stewardship 2024 and Year End Giving 

 

Heat Pumps for Additions and Homes Without Air Ducts Homes with converted attics, porches, or additions can 
effectively heat and cool using ductless air-source heat pumps called mini-splits. You may have heard of them but 
didn’t realize they are heat pumps, one of the most energy efficient methods available for making homes comforta-
ble.  

A mini-split can also be used to air condition and heat your home if you do not have air ducts. Mini-splits are 
small, flexible units with outdoor air-source heat pumps and indoor wall elements. Worth noting, mini-split owners 
tend to become enthusiasts. In addition to single space units, models that can heat and cool up to four rooms – 
each with its own thermostat – are available with one outdoor unit. Mini-splits lose no heat due to ductwork heat 
loss, making them even more efficient than ducted air-source heat pumps. Initially mini-splits are more expensive 
than a conventional cooling and heating choice but use about 30 percent of the energy of a conventional system, 
providing homeowners savings over time. Notably, Federal tax credits are available for heat pumps. For infor-
mation about adopting mini-split heat pumps, contact an experienced installer. Information courtesy of: energy.gov 
(google mini-splits) and louisvillecan.org. Coming in January: how to save energy and money when you replace your 
water heater. 

 
"Let your generosity be the spark that ignites endless possibilities for genera-
tions to come." – Oprah Winfrey 
 
Join us in imagining the endless opportunities through your generous pledge 
for 2024. Scan the QR code to make your commitment today!  
 
 

Pledges & Gifts - All year end gifts, Operating Pledge, Special Offerings, and Designated Gift payments to Highland 
Presbyterian Church should be postmarked or in the church office by December 31, 2023, to be recognized as chari-
table gifts for tax purposes in 2023. 
 
HPC Online Pledge Payments - Please remember if you pay your 2024 pledge online in 2023 to use “Advance 
Pledge” on www.hpclouisville.org and click on the “Give” link. The memo boxes to the right of the dollar amounts 
are available for you to add a donation description like “2023 Pledge”. 
 
Gifts of Stock - Because we believe in being good stewards of what God has entrusted to us, we encourage you to 
thoughtfully consider the advantages of giving stock to Highland Presbyterian Church. If you own appreciated stock, 
it is almost always better to contribute stock than cash. By giving appreciated stock to a charitable organization, you 
avoid paying capital gains tax on the increased value of the stock. Because you are giving to a charitable organiza-
tion, your gift is deductible for the market value of the stock at the time it was given. Many of our members have 
found that giving appreciated stock to the church makes very good sense. Please ask your financial advisor if this is a 
viable option for you. If you plan to give securities to the church, please first notify Clyde Foshee at 
clyde.foshee@outlook.com or call him at 502-451-2910. Highland Presbyterian Church's policy is to immediately sell 
all stock gifts and deposit the proceeds from the sale into the church bank account. 
 
Stock Gift Delivery Instructions - Robert W. Baird & Co is HPC’s brokerage firm to accept and process stock gifts. 
HPC’s contact at Baird is Jesse Ryan 502-420-1400. HPC’s DTC (Depository Trust Company, Baird’s agent for receiving 
stock gifts) number is 0547. 

Environmental Stewardship 
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Dec 1: Dean Warner 

 Steve Makela 

 Jenny Fendig 

 Tim Daniel 

Dec 2: Pris Tillett 

Dec 3: David Baker 

 Susan Sawning 

 Bob Trabue 

Dec 4:   David Gambrell 

Dec 5: Rhys Thomas 

 John Crum 

Dec 6: Annika Beck 

Dec 7: Sophia Letson-Ettin 

 Kathleen Anderson 

 Eric Mount 

Dec 9:   Jenny Dobbins 

 Elias Owen 

 Quentin Owen 

 Vance Smith 

Dec 11: Thomas Connally 

 Joern Soltau 

 Natalie Bajandas 

 Reagan Roberson 

Dec 12:  Carol Toner 

Dec 13: Cindy Owen 

 Joanna Lowry 

 Mary Ann Brockwell 

Dec 14: Todd Brown 

 Brandon Schadt 

 Nanc Angerman 

Dec 16: Reyn Schadt 

 Molly Prince 

 Kelli Mattingly 

Dec 17: Pope Mobley 

Dec 18: Claire Bowling 

 Ameer Marks 

 Will Gump 

Dec 19:   Jack Mead 

Dec 20:  Sandra Teague 

 Patricia Owen 

Dec 21: Liam Walsh 

 Emily Warner 

 Jennifer Porter 

Dec 23: Ann Decker 

 Olivia Bajandas 

 Morgan McGarvey 

Dec 24: Amy Cullen 

 Katie Holmes 

Dec 25: Robert Sutherland 

 Mike Tracy 

Dec 27:   Samuel Coryell 

 Jim Kimmel 

Dec 28: James Giesel 

 Will Oldham 

 Ainsley Jones 

If we ever forget your birthday, or we have it wrong, please let us know! 

Dec 29: Meagan Anderson 

 Ginny Cromer 

 Stephen Owen 

 Monica Goudy 

 Lawrence Ruckman 

 Jennifer Powell 

Dec 30: Angie Moore 

 Chris Valentine 

 David Abate 

Dec 31: Woodford Henegar 

 Bill Oldham 

 Robin Sutherland  

Men’s Pub Night - A group of men will be gathering on Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00pm for a 
beverage and some good conversation at TEN20 Craft Brewery at 1020 E. Washington 
St.  Plenty of socially distanced outdoor seating.  Come join us. No agenda, just conversation in 
good company.  If you would like to be added to the list for announcements about the 
upcoming men’s pub nights, please email Ralph Bowling at ralbow87@gmail.com. 

 
Attention Bridge Players: Highland hosts bridge on the first Thursday of the month at 1:00 pm.  If 
you would like to be included on out player list, please call or email Patti Pinkley at 
patti.pinkley@gmail.com or 419.1003.  Meets December 7th at 1:00pm. 
 

WINGS - meets Monday, December 11 at 6:30 pm. All women of the church are invited! Contact Kathy O’Hearn at 
kathyreed330@gmail.com for more information. 
 
Join us on December 10th at 4:00 pm for Christmas caroling! We will gather in the fellowship hall and practice a few 
Christmas carols and then head down to a few neighbors’ houses to spread Christmas cheer! The evening will end 
with hot chocolate and cookies in the fellowship hall to warm up. (Weather pending! Be on the lookout for updates!) 
This is our fun annual tradition to spread cheer throughout the neighborhood to start off the Advent season. We 
hope to see you there! 

Fellowship 

Presbyterian Union 
A Monthly Discussion Group Sponsored by 

Second Presbyterian and Highland Presbyterian Churches 
 

THE FINAL PRESBYTERIAN UNION AFTER 29 YEARS!!!! 
TOPIC: “Musical Traditions of Advent” 
SPEAKERS:       Jim Rittenhouse, Director of Worship & Music Ministry at Second Presbyterian Church and Dr. Sam 
                          Libra, Organist and Assistant Director of Worship and Music Ministry at Second Presbyterian Church 

Jim Rittenhouse has been a frequent soloist with regional choral and chamber/orchestral ensembles 
since 1989, including the Louisville Orchestra. He holds the Performer’s Certificate and Master of Church Music 
degrees from Southern Seminary where he studied with Dr. Lloyd Mims and Dr. John Dickson. His performanc-
es have included the world premiere performance and recording of Caccini’s La Liberazione di Ruggiero with 
Ars Femina; the Durufle Requiem, Rutti Requiem, Britten Cantata misericordium, and Britten’s War Requiem 
with the Louisville Choral Arts Society; Bach’s Christmas Oratorio with The Blanche Moyse Chorale. He is Direc-
tor of Worship & Music Ministries at Second Presbyterian Church. 

 Samuel Libra is Organist and Assistant Director of Worship & Music at Second Presbyterian Church of 
Louisville. A native of Minnesota, he graduated from Luther College in Iowa, where he studied church music 
with Dr. Gregory Peterson, and completed graduate studies at the University of Washington with Dr. Carole 
Terry. Dr. Libra can regularly heard in worship and concert accompanying and performing solo works on piano, 
harpsichord, and organ. His research has focused on the 19th and early 20th centuries, especially the intersec-
tion between the form and genre, especially in the music of Charles-Marie Widor. 
Where:  Vincenzo’s, The Courtyard Room 105 South 5th Street  

Lunch: buffet, salad, entrée, dessert, and iced tea 
Cost: $25.00 including gratuity 

When:  TUESDAY, December 5, 2023, at 11:30 a.m. 
RSVP:  If you will attend, please notify by 4:00 p.m., Monday, December 4 (if accepting). E-mail Ann or Ivan Schell at 
  adschell@bellsouth.net or phone 894-8440 
Payment: Please pay at door by cash or check. 
Cancellation:  If you make a reservation and do not cancel before 9:00 am on the day of the presentation,  
 we must ask that you pay.  

Memorial Gifts 
 

GIFTS have been given to the Rapier Fund in memory 

of Donald Robert Wrege by Pat Wrege. 
 

GIFTS have been given to the Community Relief Fund 

in honor of Jane Welch's 90th birthday by Patsie Peak. 
 

GIFTS have been given to the Garden Project in 

memory of John King, Donna Perry’s father by Martha 

& Steve Makela. 
 

Highland is most appreciative of these gifts! 

mailto:ralbow87@gmail.com
mailto:adschell@bellsouth.net
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Mission and Service 
Dare to Care Mobile Food Pantries: We give great thanks for our on-
going relationships with our Dare to Care Food Pantries! We help 
provide volunteers for two separate food pantries each month. Port-
land Avenue Community Trust is located at 2508 Portland Ave and 
Grace Hope (Smoketown) is located at 702 E Breckinridge St. This 
month, the food pantries will take place on Tuesday, December 5 

(Portland) at 9:45 am and Tuesday, December 19 (Smoketown) at 1:30 pm. This is a wonderful volunteer oppor-
tunity because you only have to give an hour to make a big difference in someone’s life. As a volunteer, you will be 
handing out the food that Dare to Care provides. It’s a wonderful way to get to know people in other parts of town 
and provide a service that is greatly needed.  
 
Christmas Joy Offering -  This special offering will be collected in worship on Sun-
days, December 17th and 24th. Highland participates in this denominational offering of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) each year. This offering supports the Employee Assistance Pro-
gram of the Board of Pensions providing integral financial support for church workers and 
their families facing difficult life circumstances. Additionally, this offering provides resources 
for Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges to provide supportive environ-
ments designed to help diverse students succeed. Because Advent and Christmas shine a light 
not only on our world’s greatest hope but also on our world’s greatest need, we support the 
work of the church through the Christmas Joy Offering.  

We are Hiring 

Nursery and Weekday School 

Noshing with Nolan! Your deacons have organized some opportunities for you to get to know Nolan Huizenga that we are 
calling “Noshing with Nolan”! There is currently one date chosen with more dates and time options to come in the future. The 
evening will include appetizers and drinks with no agenda other than fellowship time. Hosts have asked that you sign up since 
spaces are limited. Please use the Sign Up Genius link or call or email the office to let us know you are coming. The time cur-
rently available is: Sunday, December 10th from 5-7 at Dale Peterson’s house (address listed in Sign Up Genius.) We hope you 
will join us in welcoming Nolan to Highland Presbyterian Church and deepening our relationships with him. Sign up for this 
event here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4EA5AD2AA1F49-45419207-noshing. 
 

This year’s Longest Night service will take the shape of a “Service for the Weary,” as we use liturgy created by Rev.  Sarah A. 
Speed, of A Sanctified Art.  Her invitation to us:  “Friends, this service is for you.  Bring your grief.  Bring your weariness.  Bring 
your fatigue, and allow yourself a quiet space to reflect and draw near to God.  We hope that these words and this order of 
worship can be a gift, … providing a space of calm, quiet and healing.  May you find peace in your journey.” Our service will be 
Thursday, December 21, 6 p.m., in the sanctuary.  Come as you are.  God will meet you there. 
 

It’s almost time for poinsettias!  These glorious plants will brighten the sanctuary starting Dec. 17.  If you would like to dedi-
cate a poinsettia in honor of or in memory of someone special, the cost is $12 each.  You may take your dedicated flowers 
home with you after the 9:00 service on Christmas Eve.  Contact the church office at 451-2910 to arrange for your dedication.  
 

Crafty Spirit - Our contemplative arts group will not meet in December because it's the week of Christmas. However, please 
mark your calendars for Wednesday, January 24th at 6pm. We'll be making vision boards! Canvas and paints will be provided. 
Please bring any old magazines, newspapers, stickers, letters, or other items you would like to decoupage onto the can-
vas! But please join us for InkWELL, our contemplative writer's group! This is a space to come together with other writers to 
support one another and reflect on the writing life. It is not a critique group. We will discuss our projects, how we are organiz-
ing our time, what challenges and joys we encounter in our writing, and what our writing brings up for us. Time: Thursday  
December 21 @ 6:30-8:30pm. Location: Pleune-Mobley Classroom 111. Contact: angieandriot@gmail.com or 765.760.4569. 
Crafty Spirit is part of PC(USA) 1001 New Worshiping Communities and supported by Highland Presbyterian Church. 
 
Advent Lessons & Carols - Thursday, December 7 at 7:30pm at the Cathedral of the Assumption, 433 South Fifth St. The Ca-
thedral of the Assumption and Highland Presbyterian Church are hosting an evening of sacred scripture and song to help 
deepen out experience and understanding of Advent. The Advent Lessons and Carols service will be presided  over by Fr. An-
thony Chandler, the Cathedral Rector, and Rev. Nolan Huizenga, Pastor of Highland Presbyterian Church. There will be sacred 
music performed by the Highland Presbyterian Church Choir under the direction of Dr. Vini Frizzo, the Cathedral Choir under 
the direction of Dr. Phillip Brisson, and the Louisville Classical Bell Choir under the direction of Sarah Cleary. Refreshments will 
be served in the Undercroft following the service. The service if free and open to everyone. 

In Other News 

We've had a lot of play, (and the learning that comes right along with it), happening at the Nursery and Weekday 
School. Last month was packed full of learning for children, and teachers, too. Thirty-one teachers from our school 
packed their bags and headed south to Nashville, TN to attend the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) conference. Many workshops were attended, many notes were taken and many minds were lit up 
with new learning, new understanding of children's minds and new ideas to bring back to the classrooms. As much 
as we gleaned from this conference, we also contributed to the learning of 
others as we presented a workshop entitled, "Who are we and what are we 
doing here? Examining Core Values to Strengthen Identity, Mission and 
Practice." Three administrators and six teachers worked together to bring 
this new learning to the conference participants who attended.  

 

Examination of our own core values guides us to reflect on our gratitude to 
the many families who trust us with their most precious children. We are 
also grateful for the unwavering support of Highland Presbyterian Church 
and are proud to represent the good work of the church in the Louisville 
community. 

 

The annual Carmichael's Book Fair fundraiser is coming up December 3-9. 
Please shop at any Carmichael's location and mention "Highland Pres." 
when you check out (online shoppers please use the coupon 
code HPW when you check out). Our wonderful school will receive a portion 
of the sale. Thanks for your support, and Merry Christmas to all! 

We’re hiring an energetic, experienced person to serve as Facilities Manager! The Facilities Manager will 
be responsible for oversight and maintenance of the buildings and grounds, equipment, building systems, general 
security, and housekeeping on our campus. Those interested in applying can find specific details about qualifications 
and responsibilities on the church website and should submit a cover letter and résumé via email to  
louisvillehpc@gmail.com. 
 

We are also hiring a Director of Children and Family Ministries! Check this link to the position description: https://
hpclouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2023/11/HPC-Childrens-Ministry-Director-Description-10-2023.pdf. 
 

And we are hiring a Director of Ministry with Youth and Families OR Associate Pastor for Youth and Families . 
Check this link for more information about the position: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DirybA0-
wPuGBLptlVqBn6vHYYIdIER26cGHIh9rxjE/edit?usp=sharing. 



Session Summary 
Report from the November 2023 Session Meeting 

 

 

   The session elected Sallie Stevens as Clerk of Session. 

 

   From Property:  The Session approved the allocation of $100,000 from the Memorial    

    Fund to match the $100,000 already committed by the Nursery and Weekday School 

for renovations to the Walker-Nevin Building. These renovations will include new flooring, LED 

lighting, low-flow toilets and cabinets for classrooms. This project will also include the hiring of a 

short-term, part-time project manager. 
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STITCH NEWS 

On Tuesday afternoon, December 12, from 12 

noon to 3:00 pm,  the students and volunteers 

of STITCH are hosting an Open House and Sale.  

STITCH is a ministry of Highland Pres with Ken-

tucky Refugee Ministries and for over 13 years 

we have been teaching refugee women to sew.  

These women have been able to use their new 

skills to make items to sell, while sewing at 

STITCH, and also in their homes.  This helps 

them supplement their family income.  One 

hundred percent of the sales go directly to the 

women who create the items.  Please stop by 

and shop from their amazing selection of hand-

crafted items:  purses, tote bags, hats, scarves, 

aprons, microwave bowl potholders, pillows, 

table runners, baby items and Christmas items. 

STITCH is located in the Pleune-Mobley Center.  

Enter the building from the church parking lot 

on the lower level near the orange recycling 

cans.  Take the elevator to the third floor. 

Cash, checks, and credit cards are accepted. 

December 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-

day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

Sun.:     9:30 – Sunday School (not the 24th or 31st)             Weekly Meetings: 

            11:00 – Worship                                                                  Wed.:    1:00 – Ministerial Staff Meeting 

              1:30 - Highland Ringers (not the 24th or 31st)                              6:00 – Children’s Music Ministry (not the 20th, 27th) 

              5:00 – Middle School Youth Grp (not the 3rd, 25th, 31st) Thurs.: 10:00 – STITCH (not the 21st or 28th) 

              6:30 – High School Youth Group (not the 3rd, 25th, 31st)               10:00 – WOW (not the 21st) 

Mon.:  12:30 – Staff Meeting (not the 25th)                                               7:00 – Chancel Choir (not the 7th or 28th) 

Tues.:  10:00 - STITCH (not the 19th or 26th) 

 
  
  

  

1 

  
  

2 

9:30 Choir  

Rehearsal 
  
  

3 

12:15 Advent 

Workshop & 

Lunch 

4 

  
  

5 

9:45 PACT Mobile 

 Pantry 
  
4:00 Property 

Committee 

5:30 Fellowship 
  

6 

 

 

 

6:30 Church in 

the World 

7 

1:00 Bridge Club 
  
7:30 Advent Les-

sons & Carols at 

Cathedral of the 

Assumption 

8 

  

9 
  
9:00 HPC  
Workday 
  

10 

  
4:00 Christmas 

Caroling 

11 
  
  

  

6:30 WINGS  

12 

4:30 Personnel 

Committee 
  
7:00 Men’s Pub 

Night 

13 
  
  
5:30 Worship 
Committee 

14 

  

15 

  
  

16 

  
  

17 

Gaudete Sunday 
 

12:00 Roots-
lunch/1:00 Carol-
ing at Nazareth 
Home 

18 

  

 5:00 Finance Com-

mittee 

19 
  
1:30 Smoketown 
Mobile Pantry 
  

20 

9:15 NWS Board 

Meeting 

  

6:15 Session 

21 

6:00 Service for the 

Weary 
  
6:30 Contemplative 

Writers Group 

22 

  

23 

10:00 Children’s 
Pageant Rehearsal 

24 

11:00 Children’s 
Pageant 
  
4:30 & 9:00 
Christmas Eve 
Services 

25 

Christmas 

Church Office 

Closed 

26 

Church Office 

Closed 

27 

  

28 

  
 

29 30 

31   



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Highland, 
 
A joyful Advent and Christmas season to you from your HPC staff! We thank 
God for the honor of serving in ministry alongside you all. May Jesus’ arrival 
spark hope and transformation in each of us, empowering us to bless the world 
in his name.  
 
May Christ’s peace dwell richly in you this December! 
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December 2023 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

“SHARING HOPE FROM THE HEART OF THE HIGHLANDS”   DECEMBER 2023 

Sunday, December 3 - 12:00pm - Advent Workshop & Lunch 
 

Thursday, December 7 - 7:30pm - Advent Lessons & Carols 
 at Cathedral of the Assumption 

 

Sunday, December 10 - 4:00pm - Christmas Caroling  
 

Sunday, December 17 - 11:00am - Gaudete Sunday 
 

Thursday, December 21 - 6:00pm - Service for the Weary 
 

Sunday, December 24 - 11:00am - Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 

Sunday, December 24 - 4:30pm & 9:00pm - Christmas Eve Services  

 

Advent at Highland Presbyterian Church 


