
Earth Care Minutes – March 1, 2023 
 
Members present: Jenny Siegenthaler, Cathy Smock, Ruth Spangler, Nancy Lacer, Rachel Lacer, 
Martha Makela 
Staff present: Megan McCarty 
 
Building Audit is up and running with LCAN for the Weekday School (Walker Nevin Building).  
They are assessing our water bills and electric bills and then will begin the process of going 
through the building. We will receive a report with ideas of things that we can change or 
update in order to make our buildings more environmentally sound and also to save money!  
More on this in the future.  After Walker Nevin is complete, we will move to the main sanctuary 
building and end with Pluene Mobley, since that building has the most updates complete. 
 
Chris Valentine offered his son Ben’s expertise on the idea of solar panels on the roof of the 
Weekday School. Ben came to look at the space and sent us a proposal of how much energy we 
might be able to generate if we put solar panels up there.  The report was extremely helpful 
and will be taken under review as there are a number of steps to complete before we think 
about doing this, including putting a new roof on the school. 
 
We will host the Wednesday night dinner on April 19th and have booths set up for different 
opportunities for members to start making changes in their own homes. Helen brought samples 
of Bite toothpaste – package-free tooth paste that she swears is even better than store-bought! 
We will have a booth on Louisville Compost Coop, and information about EV’s.  The kitchen 
committee will make an all-vegetarian meal and we will give a short presentation about 
composting at the church and why the meal is vegetarian.  The booths will stay up through the 
Sunday adult-ed lunch and learn to gain more visibility. 
 
Tread Lightly for Lent – We will send out the Tread Lightly for Lent calendar put together by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency so that the congregation can take on different environmental 
practices for Lent. 
 
College Care Packages – earth care bought reusable straws, reusable plastic bags, organic, fair 
trade chocolate and candy, and reusable grocery sacks to package and send to college students. 
 
EV Charger – the committee analyzed the bills from the charger and discovered a large spike in 
the winter months. Committee members talked about how much more you have to charge EV’s 
in the winter, and that this might be part of the spike. We will write a newsletter article about 
the charger and start putting info in the bulletin asking folks to give back if they use the charger 
to see if we can offset any costs. 
 
Stuart Unger has agreed to give a Lunch and Learn in the fall about Electric Vehicles and will 
bring different models of cars for folks to test drive!  This should be a lot of fun and the 
committee will work with the adult ed and kitchen committees to plan this event once our 
program year gets started again. 


