
25 February 2023 Presbytery Meeting Report — What A Difference A 
Meal Makes! 
 
by Jerry Van Marter, Stated Clerk 
 
I knew we were in for a great (but — full disclosure — long) presbytery 
meeting on Saturday when I walked into the fellowship hall at Second 
Presbyterian Church to an electrifying buzz of conversation. Here were 
more than 100 Mid-Kentucky Presbyterians obviously delighted to be with 
each other. Some of it was our continued emergence from COVID 
isolation — as Rev. Mark Eldred of Bardstown Presbyterian Church put it 
after the meeting: “It didn’t hit me until now but today was my first in-
person presbytery meeting in three years – was so great to see many of my 
colleagues in person and to meet some folks for the first time…” 
 
I’m also hoping — after a morning full of in-person workshops sponsored 
by our Christian Education Committee for our annual Education Day and 
some interesting issues on the docket – that Mid-Kentucky Presbyterians 
continue their commitment to the ministries of their congregations and the 
Church’s witness to the world. And we did it all with such love, respect and 
commitment to each other — the very definition of Christian community. I 
feel so blessed to serve as your stated clerk. 
 
So what did we do? Here’s the highlights: 
 
John Odom: We welcomed John back from his three-month end-of-year 
sabbatical, heard about his learnings about the “post-church world” that is 
real in places like England and approaching in places like the U.S. As 
egalitarian as Presbyterianism is, it’s great to have our leader back and we 
look forward to hearing more of his sabbatical insights. 
 
North Oldham NCD: Our liveliest and lengthiest debate came in response to 
a proposal to invest more than $1.5 million over the next seven years to 
start a new church in Northern Oldham County (on the site of the former 
New Goshen Presbyterian Church). Our most recent new church 
development was Covenant Community Church; prior to that was a new 
church development in Mt. Washington that failed. We overcame some 
misgivings about the amount of the investment and concerns that we have 
a mixed-record of success planting new churches and approved the plan by 
an overwhelming margin. 
 



 

Pastoral Leadership: We took two actions that provide leadership to three 
of our congregations: 
 
·      We granted the congregation at John Knox Presbyterian Church an 
exception that allows them to call their transitional pastor – the Rev. Susan 
Barnes – as their called and installed pastor. Susan has been with the John 
Knox congregation for more than three years. 
 
·      We approved the invitation of Okolona Presbyterian Church to 
Candidate Dave Bush to serve as their temporary pastor, pending his 
successful examination for ordination at a called meeting of the presbytery 
TODAY, February 28, at 5:00 p.m. at Crescent Hill Presbyterian 
Church.  Please show up for this one-hour meeting if you can – ordaining 
new ministers for our denomination is one of our most important 
responsibilities. 
 
·      We approved creation of an Administrative Commission to oversee the 
ministry of Shawnee Presbyterian Church. The request for the Commission 
(with original jurisdiction) came from the session of Shawnee Church. 
 
Constitutional Amendments: Last summer’s 225th General Assembly 
approved and sent to the presbyteries for ratification a total of 33 
proposed amendments to the PC(USA)’s Constitution. Our Church 
Administration Committee has spent the last two months carefully 
reviewing each amendment and on Saturday we approved (as part of the 
consent agenda) the committee’s recommendation to ratify 27 of the 
amendments. The remaining six amendments will be considered at the 
May presbytery meeting. 
 
Mission: Rev. Faye Fedlam, chair of our Self-Development of People 
Committee (SDOP), reported on recent project funding by the committee 
and introduced a recipient of one of the committee’s recent grants (funds 
come from the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering), who talked about the 
group’s creation of a large community garden in one of Louisville’s many 
food deserts. 
 
The next meeting of Mid-Kentucky Presbytery will be Monday, May 22, at 
the former New Goshen Presbyterian Church. Stay tuned for details! 

  

 

 


