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Highland Presbyterian Church Nursery and Weekday School offers a creative Infant-Toddler, Preschool and Kindergarten 
program in which adults and children form strong relationships and construct knowledge together through play, 
discovery and the arts.  We create spaces for children that encourage them to think reflectively, interact respectfully and 
explore the world around them with wonder and joy. 

 

• This is the 73rd year of operation for the Highland Presbyterian Church Nursery & Weekday School. Amy Fitzgerald is in 
her 18th school year at Highland Pres., and is serving as Director of the Nursery & Weekday School. The school currently 
serves 167 children representing 142 families; 10 children are from families who are members of HPC.   

 

• We offer an innovative, child-centered, curriculum for Infants through Kindergartners. Children in our program develop 
strong foundational skills necessary for future school success through a wide variety of creative play experiences.  All 
classes are 3 hours in the morning.  In addition, parents may utilize our Early Play and arrive at 8:00 am, and our 
Extended Play from 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

 

• Through the Lacy Morris Scholarship Fund, we offer Financial Assistance to families who might not otherwise be able to 
attend NWS.  This year we have allocated $27.850 in financial assistance for our families. We also maintain the Ann Lacy 
Fund which funds our Early Interventionist position and supports children with differing abilities. The Board has also 
designated an on-going Outdoor Visions Fund to assist with maintenance of the play park and other outdoor equipment. 

 

• Our faculty of 34 includes 22 classroom teachers; Emma Melo, our program coordinator; Elizabeth Reis, our Early 
Interventionist; 3 classroom facilitators and 1 daily substitute teacher; Suzanne Bowman and Martha Makela, our music 
teachers and Brenda Wirth, our art specialist; Jill Ramsey, our office manager; and the director, Amy Fitzgerald.  Current 
faculty averages 12 years of teaching experience. Faculty members study and reflect on current research and best 
practices in early education on an on-going basis. We are committed to our study of Anti-Bias Education for all children 
and are working with a DE&I consultant to learn more about cultural competency and to create a Diversity Statement. 
This work parallels our professional development focus this year on the school’s core values. 

 

• Our Board of Directors consists of 9 HPC members and 3 current parents who are non-HPC members.  HPC Assoc. 
Pastor, Megan McCarty, and NWS Director are non-voting members of Board.  The Board sets policy and supports the 
program in a variety of ways.  Church member, Pam Osborne, is our current Board Chair. The other church members on 
our board are David Morrison, Jane Crowley, Maureen Kirk, Cynthia Grohmann, Daniel Burford, Rebecca Wood, Ainsley 
Jones and Nancy Owen; our 3 parent members are Megan McCracken, Jessica Arstingstall, and Katie Mullaney. 

 

• The Highland Presbyterian Church Nursery & Weekday School pays HPC an annual usage fee of $58,499.72.  The school 
has also provided various updates to the Walker-Nevin building and grounds over the years, such as ongoing 
maintenance of the playground and patio structures, installing kitchens and bathrooms, replacing bathroom faucets, 
installing sinks in every classroom, building a new pergola and storage shed on the patio, and donating to the Capital 
Campaign. We use our outdoor play spaces daily and are so proud of the many ways we are able to connect children 
with nature in these spaces. 

 
• The school is visible in the community in a variety of ways. We participate in early childhood endeavors supported by 

Metro United Way and are in regular communication with early childhood professionals at our peer schools in the 
community. We are excited to send three delegates from our school to Washington, DC next month to present at the 
national conference for the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). We will be presenting on 
“The Art of Play: Seeing Competency and Beauty in Children’s Creative Play.” 

 

The Nursery and Weekday School looks forward to serving Church families and the greater community for years to come.  
We appreciate the support we have received from the Church for 73 years.  We welcome all children to our school, and we 
are pleased to serve children representing a variety of backgrounds, cultures, faiths, challenges and abilities.  


