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SESSION REPORT:  August 2022 
Summer Updates and Fall Plans 
 
Action Items For Session: 

1. Approval of Curriculum and Sunday School, Youth Group Advisors, and Anticipated 
Fundraisers and Events for Youth Group 2022-2023 School Year 

 
Sunday School Classes and Teachers:  
 
Middle School  - Our Middle School Sunday School class will be doing a survey of the New 
Testament.  This class gives youth fundamental understandings of New Testament stories and 
concepts that shape our faith life today.  Middle Schoolers learn through debates, skits, reading, and 
conversation.  This class is primarily taught by Beth Troy.  She will be using curriculum designed by 
Kevin Burns. 
 
High School  - Upon feedback from high schoolers, our High School Sunday School Class will not 
meet this fall.  The high schoolers involved in Sunday School will have leadership opportunities in 
other Sunday School classes, in music opportunities at HPC, and in Sunday evening youth group 
activities. 
 
Other Opportunities: 
Confirmation Class --Our 8th graders have confirmation class which prepares them to be members 
of the church.  This class will be divided into typical units, including but not limited to topics like 
Faith Journey, Bible, Reformed Worship, History/Polity, and theology.  Teachers, meeting dates, and 
plans are still being decided. 
 
 
Sunday evening Youth Group meetings: – Youth Group will be using discussion / biblical study 
/ curriculum / service / fellowship opportunities around the theme of HOPE.   
 
Anticipated Fundraisers for 2022-2023 School Year: 
Trivia Night / Supper Fundraiser (January 2023) 
St. Patrick’s Day Parking Fundraiser (March 11, 2023) 
Summer Trip Post Card Fundraiser (February thru May 2023) 
 
Youth Committee members of the 2022-2023 school year include:  Becky Slagle (chair), Steve 
Holmes, Ann Holmes, Kim Hansford, John Kim, Kimberlee Burns, Kellie (Klingenfus) Mattingly, 
Beth Troy, Brandon Schadt, Amelia Connally, and Harper Hall. 
 
Adult Advisors and Chaperones will include all committee members and youth group parents. 
 
Information Items:   
Recapitulation of Youth Summer Activities: 
We had a successful summer of two trips:  23 youth and 7 adults attended Week II of the Montreat 
Youth Conference in North Carolina.  Despite two adults early exit due to COVID (namely, Michael 
Harper on Day #1 and Steve Holmes on Day #2), the kids and other adults had a great time!  It was 
great to be back in full summer mode and amidst the energy and spiritual boost that summer 
conferences provide.  Especially happy to be at Montreat were the six graduating seniors who enjoyed 
this capstone activity to their youth group and HPC experiences.  The music, worship, and keynote 



leaders were wonderfully thoughtful and energetic, making discussions among our youth rich and 
though-provoking. 
 
In addition, six middle schoolers plus Michael Harper and Beth Troy attended Middle School 
Montreat Conference at Maryville College in Tennessee.  This was the first overnight for all of these 
kids, and it was an energetic success!   
 
All kids came home safe and excited about their relationships with each other and with the church at-
large.   We hope their synergy offers a great start to our fall activities together. 
 
Since then, Michael has spent time on outreach with kids as they return to school and with small 
groups of youth, including the college students, junior and senior members of the youth group, and 
most recently rising sophomore and junior boys. 
 
Other Youth Details and Decisions: 
 

1. The youth committee is also prepared to adhere to CDC / HPC taskforce recommendations but 
hopeful for an active, “normal” start to our fall events.  They are excited to begin Sunday night  
events on Sunday, August 21st with an evening dinner and Youth Program kick-off. 

 
2. Music Ministry with HPC youth will no longer be a part of the Sunday night Youth Group 

rotation; instead, youth who would like to be involved in music at church will have 
opportunities through bell choir, orchestra, choir, etc.  Youth Group music will continue as 
events and special services opportunities arise throughout the year together. 
 

3. Michael is working to streamline communication and systems for youth and youth parents, 
including ways to stay-in-touch with college students, ways to pay via online platforms, and 
ways to create opportunities for effective committee work among teens and parents as we plan 
events throughout the school year and summer.  The hope is that such systems and norms will 
pave the way for a smooth transition to a full-time youth minister as our church continues to 
grow and change with new staff members and opportunities. 
 

4. Additional programming this year will include Sunday Family Nights (three or so throughout 
school year) as an attempt to support both youth and their parents with topics that are relevant 
in their lives.  Our hope is that having breakout sessions for parents and youth will allow for 
age-appropriate discussions during Sunday evenings and on-going conversations among family 
members beyond the programming opportunities as well. 
 

Some upcoming dates and events: 
August 21st:  Youth Program Kick-Off Dinner and Program 
August 28th:  High School Youth Group (first night of fall schedule) 
August 27-28:  Middle School Overnight  
September 11th:  Youth Group (first night for Middle Schoolers) 
September 25:  Pres Fest 
September 25:  Cookout and Ultimate Frisbee Night 
October 22-23:  High School Mystery Trip Overnight 
February 18-19:  Middle School and High School Spirituality Retreat 
May 21:  Senior Recognition Sunday 
 
Summer trips and other events dates to be decided as programs and wants/opportunities unfold 
 

Interim Priorities for the upcoming months:  



o Co-design and take steps towards an integrated, sustainable youth ministry model, 
including a volunteer leadership/champion structure and working with the 
congregation to embrace a realistic, healthy approach to ministry with young people. 
Implications for this would include shifting the Youth Committee structure, recruiting 
more volunteers, and connecting/integrating with the congregation.  

o Align the youth budget to reflect program goals  

o Update the child protection policy (in partnership with all groups in the congregation 
who interact with youth and children 

 
 
Submitted by 
Becky Slagle, Youth Committee chairperson  
With support from  
Michael Harper, Interim Associate Pastor for Christian Education and Youth (liaison to our youth 
committee) 


