
HIGHLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Session Meeting Minutes 

16 February 2022 

Hybrid Meeting 

 
Moderator Rev Megan McCarty called the meeting to order with prayer at 6:01 PM.  A 

quorum was present. 

 

Elders Present: Ralph Bowling, Kevin Burns, John Ferre’, Clyde Foshee, Steve Makela, 

David Morrison, Kathy Mounce, Alex Novak, Carol Pye, Mike Reed, Abby Sekula, Craig 

Siegenthaler, Becky Slagle, Paul Troy, Bill Wade, Cynthia Welch, Lauren Wood. 

Staff Present: Megan McCarty, Melissa Worthey, Kent Winters-Hazelton, Charles 

Brockwell.  

Guests: Zaylie Barber, Charlotte Connally, Frances Fendig, communicants; David 

Gambrell, Martha Makela, John Kim, Patricia and Brent Connally, Megan Ward, with 

the communicants; Joel Weible, CoM liaison; Steve Holmes. 

Elders Excused: Ben Anderson, Sara Gambrell. 

Elder Absent: Laurie Anderson. 

 

With a motion and a second and no objections, the agenda was adopted. 

 

Clerk’s Report 

Minutes. With a motion and a second and no objections, the minutes from the Stated 

Session Meeting on 19 January were approved. 

Correspondence. The Clerk read a letter from John Odom, General Presbyter of Mid-

Kentucky Presbytery (MKP) to the Session, offering a clarification and an apology about 

a statement from a previous meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda 

1) From Church in the World: move $5000 into a contingency fund that would be spent 

at CITW’s discretion and reported to the Session following the outlay of funds. 

2) Approve the baptism of Joseph David Porter, son of Jen and Josh Porter, on 10 April 

2022, Megan McCarty presiding. 

3) Approve any newly-elected Elders (and, with a friendly amendment, Deacons), to 

have voice and vote in their March meetings, which will take place before their 

ordination and installation. 

 

With a motion and a second and no objections, the consent agenda was approved. 

 

Action Items 

1) Commissioners for the MKP meeting in Bowling Green on 26 February 2022: Steve 

Makela and Craig Siegenthaler in person, Kathy Mounce and Carol Pye virtually.  With a 

motion and a second and no objections, they were elected. 

2) Approve recommendation for the 2022 budget from the Finance Committee: the 

budget presented is optimistic.  After a meeting today with the insurance carrier, who 

suggested raising the umbrella insurance, expenses will exceed projected income by 

$36,000.  The surplus budget carryover from 2021 of $125,756 will help some, but calls to 



lapsed pledgers may not be enough to cover the $36,000.  Committee chairs expressed 

concern over the impact of this, especially for the mission partners who rely on HPC. The 

Stodghill Fund is set up to draw 4% from it.  (The fund started at $9M, is now $18M; draw 

could be increased). After further discussion, the motion was withdrawn until later, to 

give committee chairs the chance to assess the impact. With a motion and a second 

and no objections, the motion to approve the 2022 budget was tabled, with the 

provision to pay raises to staff retroactive to 1 January 2022.        

 

Order of the Day 

Receiving the confirmands. David Gambrell, confirmation class leader, introduced the 

confirmands: Zaylie Barber, Charlotte Connally, and Frances Fendig.  Each read their 

thoughtful and deep statements of faith, and then received questions and comments 

from the Session.   

With a motion and a second and no objections, the confirmands were welcomed as 

full members of HPC.  Confirmation Sunday is 27 February 2022. 

 

Open Forum 

Congregational Listening Groups. Kent requested feedback concerning the work of 

Joe Phelps and Erin Mires, asking if group discussions should continue going forward.  

Joe and Erin would be open to facilitating groups either together or separately, Another 

option is to have a visitation group from CoM meet with some members one-on-one, 

and report back to the Session.  Some felt that CoM and HPC currently have a toxic 

relationship.  Kent will talk further with Joe and Erin [they will attend the March 2022 

Session meeting.] 

 

Committee Reports 

Christian Education. Becky Slagle. They are still looking at term limits for committee 

members.  HPC may need a second house at Montreat for the youth. The committee is 

welcoming Rhonda Hibdon, who is starting as the Interim Children’s Program Director.  

Church in the World. Megan McCarty. The committee will look at first quarter 

disbursements to mission partners.  WOW has been collecting and purchasing baby 

items for refugee women who are expecting. 

 Race Equity Task Force. Megan. They will meet again once Phase 3 

 finishes up. 

Congregational Nominating Committee. Alex Novak. Still needed are one Elder for the 

Class of 2025, one Elder for the Class of 2024, and three Deacons for the Class of 2025. 

Earth Care. Megan. A representative will come to the March Session meeting for a 

conversation.  They are looking at electrical car charging stations in the parking lot, and  

planting trees for member birthdays or for the SAGES or for baptisms.,     

Fellowship. Megan. Red beans and rice cook-off after worship on 27 February, welcome 

party for Michael Harper and Rhonda Hibdon on 20 March, College of Elders on 24 

April. 

Finance. Mike Reed. Nothing further beyond the budget discussion. 

PNC. Kevin Burns.  Fourteen candidates have had half hour virtual interviews, narrowing 

it down to five for one-hour interviews.  Once the PNC is down to two to three 

candidates, CoM will be contacted for further information. 

Personnel. Craig Siegenthaler. The committee is working on healing, listening, and 

talking. 



Property. Bill Wade. Various repairs and replacements on the property – broken window 

on ramp door, sanctuary boiler has a steam leak, trees for the PMC in the spring, 

exterior signage. 

Stewardship. Ben Anderson. Calls are being made to those who pledged in 2021 and 

have not in 2022.   

Worship and Spiritual Life. Carol Pye. Planning for Ash Wednesday and Lenten services, 

choir and handbell choirs have resumed practice, and Arts on the Corner is available 

online.  Communion was served on 6 February 2022. 

 Reopening Task Force. Will meet next week. 

Deacons. Cynthia.  The Deacons, small in number, are continuing to minister to the 

members as needed. 

 

Pastors’ Reports 

Kent. He continues to attend meetings, working with the CoM on issues concerning the 

former Associate Pastor, supervisory meetings, and member contacts.  

Megan. She worked with the creation of the Earth Care committee, attended 

committee meetings, began planning for summer outdoor activities, and continued 

communication with youth and children’s families. 

 

With a motion and a second and no objections, the meeting was adjourned with 

prayer at 8:00 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Cynthia B Welch 

Clerk of Session 


