
HIGHLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Session Meeting Minutes 

15 December 2021 

Hybrid Meeting 

Moderator Rev Kent Winters-Hazelton called the meeting to order with prayer at 

6:01 PM. A quorum was present. 

Elders Present: Ben Anderson, Laurie Anderson, Ralph Bowling, Kevin Burns, John 

Ferre’, Clyde Foshee, Sara Gambrell, Steve Makela, David Morrison, Kathy 

Mounce, Alex Novak, Carol Pye, Mike Reed, Abby Sekula, Craig Siegenthaler, 

Becky Slagle, Paul Troy, Bill Wade, Cynthia Welch. 

Staff Present: Kent Winters-Hazelton, Megan McCarty, Melissa Worthey, Charles 

Brockwell. 

Guests: Joel Weible, Bill Williamson, and Evelyn Huang, MKP CoM; Steve Holmes. 

Guests joining later, from MKP CoM: John Odom, Jerry Van Marter, Katherine 

Trentham, Marissa Galvan-Valle, Bill McConnell, Don Seeger, Nancy Troy. 

Elder Excused: Lauren Wood. 

With a motion and a second, the agenda was adopted with no objections. 

Clerk’s Report 

Minutes. The minutes for the Stated Meeting on 17 November were not present. 

Death. Barbara Rolph, 13 December 2021. 

Membership. Florence Lee Westcott has requested transfer to Anchorage PC; 

Cynthia and Lydia Thompson have requested to be removed from the roll. 

At the MKP meeting on 20 November 2021, the HPC Session minutes for 2020 

were approved without exception. 

With a motion and second and no objections, this report was approved. 

 Consent Agenda 

1) From Worship and Spiritual Life: Approve the 2022 Communion schedule. 

2) From Worship and Spiritiual Life: Approve Rev Jenny (Hockenberry)Edlin to 

preach at the 11 PM service on Christmas Eve. 

3) From Church in the World: Approve the fourth quarter mission partners 

disbursements (previously approved in the budget): HCM (operating expenses), 



$5500; HCM (rental assistance), $2500; Cabbage Patch (general), $3000; 

Cabbage Patch (food pantry), $500; Habitat, $4000; KRM (operating expenses), 

$2000; KRM (additional family rent), $1500; Atkinson Elementary, $1000; La 

Casita, $1500; Buckhorn Children’s Home, $1000; Coalition for the Homeless, 

$1000; Metropolitan Housing Coalition, $100; Portland Avenue Community Trust 

(PACT), $2000; Centerstone, $500; HPC Community Relief, $2500; Louisville Youth 

Group, $500; UKirk, $500; Cedar Ridge, $1000; Mission co-workers – Ian and Jhan, 

$1500, Cobbie and Dessa, $1500, Tracy Ortega, $1500; South Louisville 

Community Ministries, $1000; West Louisville Community Ministries, $1000; Central 

Louisville Community Ministries, $1000; Simmons College, $1500; Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance (PDA),$1000.       

With a motion and second and no objections, the Consent Agenda was 

approved. 

 

Action Item 

From Finance: Motion Approve the preliminary budget for 2022.  Savings from 

2021 will be carried over to 2002, but it still leaves a deficit of $127,864. After 

discussion, it was approved with no objections. 

 

Committee Reports 

Christian Education. Becky Slagle. Children’s pop-up Advent pageant will be 19 

December. 

 

Church in the World. Megan McCarty. Nothing beyond fourth quarter 

disbursements (see above). 

Task Foce on Racial Equity. Megan. Phase 1 will be released soon, and 

 Phase II in January. 

 

Congregational Nominating. Alex Novak.  Has not met yet. 

 

Fellowship. Megan McCarty. Christmas caroling from the church on 19 

December at 4 PM. 

 

Finance. Mike Reed. Nothing beyond action item (see above). 

 

Pastor Nominating. Kevin Burns. Continue to meet every two weeks; have 

received over 100 PIFs. Motion: Requesting up to $10,000 from the Memorial 

Fund for travel for committee members to hear potential candidates. The 

motion passed with no objections. 

 

Personnel. Craig Siegenthaler. No report. 

 

Property. Bill Wade. Miscellaneous repairs around the properties. Parking lot will 

be restriped in the spring. 



 

Stewardship. Ben Anderson. HPC is $115,000 in collecting 2021 pledges, in 

addition to being short on 2022 pledges. Have received 101 pledges for 2022, for 

a total of $434,200. 

 

Worship and Spiritual Life. Carol Pye. Christmas Eve service at 4:30 PM will include 

Chancel choir, brass, and handbell choirs.   

Task Force on Reopening for Worship. Has not been meeting. 

  

Deacons. Cynthia Welch. Deacons have been involved in memorial receptions, 

and continue their book study. 

 

Pastors’ Reports 

Both are online.  Kent thanked all who participated in the listening groups. The 

staff had a half-day retreat on 1 December.  Wayne McAllister is a great 

addition to the church staff as full-time custodian. Megan has added duties, 

including as liaison to Nursery and WDS, supervising seminary intern Melissa 

Worthey, pre-marital counseling for two weddings she will be officiating, and 

much more. 

 

At 6:30 PM, Bill Williamson (CoM), with a motion and second and no objections, 

became moderator of the meeting.  

 

Kent read a statement saying in most Presbyteries, CoM members should recuse 

themselves when discussing their church, as a matter of procedural safeguard 

and practice. Kent, Megan, and Charles then left the meeting.  Melissa Worthey 

requested permission to stay, which was granted. 

 

John Odom was against recusing the HPC CoM members. 

 

Bill Williamson said he would not act on requiring recusal, which passed.  

 

Bill Williamson reviewed what brought CoM to this meeting, including the pain of 

HPC, and CoM’s part of that. Two HPC Elders had contacted John Odom, 

requesting CoM presence at this meeting to discuss several issues. CoM’s intent 

was to provide direct pastoral care with the Session, the anger directed at CoM 

regarding the moderating of the congregational meeting and other issues with 

HPC during the past months, and concern about pastoral leadership. 

  

CoM’s role is to guide, encourage, and counsel with the Session regarding 

difficulties within the church.   

 

Processing where HPC is as a church today:  



There was discussion of Rev Jim Martin’s role as moderator in the congregational 

meeting, with comments of “Jim insulted us,” “Jim took the side of CoM,” “he 

was not neutral,” “he was not given any preparation by CoM for his role as 

moderator in a divisive situation,” “he made the situation worse,” and “he 

behaved inappropriately as a task force member supposedly helping HPC.” 

Session consensus was that CoM needs a list of professional facilitators for highly 

fraught meetings, not to just have whoever is available take the role.  There was 

a comment that the process caused newer HPC members to lose faith in the 

larger church. 

There was discussion about the process by which Rev Harris resigned: 

appropriateness of issues of confidentiality, Session broke confidentiality, while 

reaching out to HPC members who were blindsided by the news that she was a 

difficult colleague HPC also needs not to neglect people who have been hurt 

by her over the years, addressing the people who are “on the fence,” CoM 

needs to start providing more positive support for Kent and Megan and other 

staff going forward, some members no longer trust the Session, and where does 

the information from the listening groups go. 

 

Discernment needed: what does HPC do with what it has left. 

 

HPC and CoM need to acknowledge HPC has pastors and staff who have been 

abused and are still here, and how to help heal the core of who is leading HPC.  

CoM says they have been reaching out to staff, Marissa Galvan-Valle and Bill 

Williamson will continue on the CoM task force working with HPC, CoM will 

regularly meet with the Session to hear concerns and offer support.     

 

John Odom then asked about “the elephant in the room,” that being the 

pastoral leadership at HPC. 

 

With a motion and second, it was agreed to go into Executive Session.  

 

There was discussion about HPC’s pastoral leadership, with no motions or action 

items. 

 

Later, as the Session came out of Executive Session, Bill Williamson reiterated his 

support for keeping HPC together, and supporting the people doing that work. 

 

Laurie Anderson, Clyde Foshee, Kathy Mounce, and Abby Sekula were 

commissioned to write a letter to the congregation concerning how to unite us, 

and how to move forward. 

 

With a motion and second and no objections, the meeting was adjourned with 

prayer at 8:41 PM. 

 



Respectfully submitted,  

 

Cynthia B Welch 

Clerk of Session                       

 
  

 

 

          

 

     

   


