
Charging Station Proposal
Executive Summary

The Earth Care Committee is coming to Session to request approval to move forward on a
proposal regarding the installation of an electric car charging station within the parking
lot of the church. Time is of the essence due to a recent restrictive regulation put in
place by the Kentucky State legislature.

Background
When John Wimberly came to our church and led us through an in depth conversation
about the survey members filled out, the top two topics identified for action and support
were race and climate change. Great things are coming from it, one of which was the
formation of a group of enthusiastic people interested in reducing the church’s carbon
footprint and expanding our environmental efforts.

This group, which currently includes Megan McCarty, Helen Jones, Martha Makela, Jenny
Sigenthaler, Cathy Smock, Rev. Elisa Owen, Karen Hauck, and Viola Randall, have been
meeting on a regular basis for several months.

The good news is Megan introduced the group to a program called “Becoming an Earth
Care Congregation,” a program PC-USA created for promoting the greening of church
campuses and educating church communities nationwide on this important issue.  They
have created  a tool to help churches quantify their efforts to this end. The tool assigns
points to activities and interventions. Add up the points and when one has earned
enough, the congregation  officially becomes an Earth Care Congregation. Of the 250+
churches who have achieved this designation to date, five are in the Mid-Kentucky
Presbytery.

The best part is that HPC has already done so much of the work  (Geothermal for Pleune
Mobley, LED lights in fixtures, even something as simple as using glass and silverware
rather than discardable plastic plates and cups.) We are already on a good path forward.

The group met with representatives of Evolve KY,  the leading non-profit organization in
the state, offering advice and services for the installation of car charging stations.  They
have assisted Bernheim Forest, Heine Brothers, JCTC, YMCA-Norton Commons,
Bellarmine College, HIghland Cleaners, Safai Coffee Shop, Yew Dell Gardens, the



Unitarian Church and many others in the installation of fee -free charging stations - a
total of almost 100 stations across more than forty locations throughout the area.
They have provided a proposal for HPC for the complete installation of a two or four slot
electric car charging station. The group had planned on presenting this in a future
meeting but because of the recently passed legislative regulation shown below, there is
the immediate opportunity to be grandfathered-in under much more favorable terms.

b) If there is no selling price at the charging station, the electric
vehicle power dealer shall be responsible for paying the tax on the
electric power distributed by the electric vehicle charging station,
except in the case of an electric vehicle charging station installed prior
to July 1, 2022.

Specifically, charger install cost could go up dramatically and would probably require a
separate meter. Higher upfront cost, higher ongoing costs and the nuisance of calculating
and paying taxes on the electricity used would all make this decision to move forward
more difficult.

OBJECTIVES

1. Provide fee-free electric car charging station for the benefit of our neighboring

community demonstrating our commitment to the creation of a better

environment for all.

2.  Become identified as a church community who puts its resources to work

where its beliefs are. Become a talking point for new member attraction.

3. Demonstrate to our youth that their church’s leadership hears their concerns

about their future and are willing to invest in appropriate environmental action.

MOTION

We move that the Earth Care committee be given approval to spend up to $12,000

to install a dual electric car charging station at the near corner of the HPC parking

lot near the existing light pole. A condition of approval is that the Property

Committee will consult with the Earth Care group about any barriers to overcome

regarding installation during their May meeting. Funds will come from the

Memorial Fund. There would also be the opportunity for individual donations.



NOTES

Evolve KY stated in a meeting Monday that an install could be completed by the July 1

deadline if we move quickly.


