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SESSION REPORT:  January 2022 
 
Action Items:  n/a 
 
Information Items:   
 

1. All sub-committees continue to revisit our Covid policies especially as JCPS has made the 
decision to return to NTI because of elevated infection numbers among children and adults.  
Vaccination among children are more and more likely, yet the Omicron variant is rampant.  
Discussions and adjustments continue as the data change. 

2. Michael Harper is settling into his position as the Interim for Youth and Youth Families.  He is 
a welcome addition as we support youth in our church with activities, conversation, and events 
online and beyond. 

3. The hiring of Children’s Interim seems to be more challenging and has become a much longer 
process that first anticipated.  Session, church staff, and church members should consider ways 
to support children and families beyond relying on small committee and Ann Holmes to step 
into that entire role without a dedicated staff person.  It has become a worry for this sub-
committee! 

 
 
Children’s Committee and Youth Committee: 
 
Weekly emails compiled by Children’s Committee chair (Becky Slagle) are still being sent via Megan 
for children and families. That seems to be working.  Communication from our church to families has 
been one of the biggest hurdles since Doodle’s departure, but the return of weekly email blasts seems 
to mitigate some of the alienation families felt throughout November. 
 
The task force for hiring interims is meeting and discussing but having difficulty finding candidates.  
They are reconsidering how to support the Children’s Committee as spring arrives with events that are 
usually busy and exciting for children and families of the church.  VBS planning is also an element 
beyond the scope of the Children’s Committee that needs to be specifically organized and led by staff 
of the church. 
 
Ongoing announcements of the Children’s Committee include these items: 
 

1. Alpine Center Ice Skating event on 1/23 beginning at 2 p.m. 
2. Sunday School in-person cancellations/details (updated each week) 
3. Hiking/Hogan’s Fountain and Tee-Pee Gathering for all families/children on 2/13 beginning at 

2 p.m. 
4. Ongoing attempts to support and get feedback from parents during this transitional period 
5. Open invitation to join committee 

 
 

Youth Education: 
Youth group is back up and running with the support of youth volunteers and the leadership of 
Michael Harper.  Youth met online for the first time with him on Sunday, January 9th, with great turn 
out from all three age groups:  middle school, 9th and 10th graders, and 11th and 12th graders.  With in-
person and online events planned, the youth advisors and Michael continue to think about ways to be 
COVID-appropriate and energized all at once. 



 
Montreat sign-up time approaches as do new ideas of ways to support our youth. 
 
 
Adult Education: 
 
Here are the minutes from their January meeting as submitted by John Ferré: 
 
Present: Kevin Burns, David Dobson, John Ferré, Megan McCarty, and Linda Valentine 
 
1. Kevin Burns has written the invitation for the 2022 Lenten devotional, “Wellness in the 
Wilderness,” which consists of 59 Bible passages. He needs 47 completed devotional messages. 
Church members will select texts using SignUpGenius and then submit their devotions to Rob Miller 
by the middle of February.  The daily devotions will be distributed beginning on Ash Wednesday. 
 
2. January’s program: David Dobson has written a promotion for the outing to the Muhammad Ali 
Center on Saturday the 29th at 1 p.m. to learn about Ali’s spiritual journey. The newsletter item asks 
for a $10 donation at the door and prompts participants to sign up by contacting Kathleen Poole in 
the church’s front office. 
 
3. February’s program: Linda Valentine will meet with Dan Rift to put together a program at the 
Speed Art Museum about art as an expression of faith.  We discussed having Zanah Thirus’s one-hour 
documentary, Daughters of Eve (2021), as a back-up, asking LPTS Dean Debra Mumford to lead the 
discussion, but decided that a month was too little lead time for Dean Mumford to add that event to 
her calendar. 
 
4. March’s program: Empower West Louisville will bring Jennifer Harvey, professor of religion and 
ethics at Drake University and author of Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially 
Unjust America (2018) and Dear White Christians: For Those Still Longing for Racial Reconciliation 
(2020), to Louisville.  She will speak in the sanctuary between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m. on Sunday the 27th.  
As an Empower West event, her visit will be well promoted.  Megan McCarty says that we will have 
childcare provided on the playground in hopes that young families will want to hear the speaker and 
get interested in the conversation.  Adult Ed will make the requested $1,500 contribution. 
 
5. April’s program:  A discussion of this year’s Grawemeyer Religion Award winner, American Sutra: 
A Story of Faith and Freedom in the Second World War by Duncan Ryuken Williams, will take place 
in the Plune-Mobley dining room on Friday, April 22, ten days after the winner’s presentation at 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  John Ferré will lead this discussion. 
 
6. May’s program: Saturday the 14th is the date for a tour of Cave Hill Cemetery to learn about the 
symbolism of grave markers. The cost is $15 per person. Tours are usually walking tours, but Cave 
Hill has two large golf carts for those who need to ride.  
 
5. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 1, at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Becky Slagle, CE chairperson  
 
With subcommittee updates and minutes from 
Amy Fitzgerald, Weekday School Director 
Kevin Burns, Youth Sub-Committee chairperson 
John Ferré, Adult Sub-Committee chairperson 


