
Highland Presbyterian Church 
Christian Education Committee 
February 2022 

 
SESSION REPORT:  February 2022 
 
Action Items:  n/a 
 
Information Items:   
 

1. All sub-committees continue to monitor the Reopening Task Force’s updates and decisions as 
we plan for the spring. 
 

2. Welcome to Rhonda Hibdon, the Children’s Interim, who begins her job this week (2/15)! 
 

3. All sub-committees (especially the Children’s Committee) encourage Session to continue 
discussions and to create policies concerning the make-up, term limits, roles/responsibilities, 
etc. of committees as brought to the Session in January by Becky Slagle on behalf of the 
Children’s Committee, especially as new Session members join in March.  
 

 
Children’s Committee: 
 
Highlights from the February Meeting: 

1. Reviewed Ann Holmes’ updated job description as CE assistant to be submitted to the 
Personnel Committee in February 

2. Met and Welcomed Rhonda Hibdon, the Children’s Interim.  She introduced herself, asked 
clarifying questions, and identified some initial plans she had for the children and families of 
the church.  She is excited about having a committee to work with, but she admits it will be an 
adjustment because she has been working as a solo CE person for several years in Goshen. 

3. Organized to dos for the 2/13 “Love is in the Air” event at Cherokee Park. 
4. Sara Gahan officially stepped down as a co-chair and member of this committee. 

 
Since the meeting, the 2/13 event happened with ten or so families in attendance.  Cold but great 
chance to play and catch up with each other.  Outside events seem to work very well for families and 
children. 
 
Rhonda begins her work on 2/15, and with support from the staff at HPC, she will take over 
responsibilities (weekly communications, event organization, etc.) that have been the committee’s for 
the past four months. 
 
Upcoming committee planning work will include March/April (Lent and Easter plans) and VBS. 
 
Next Committee meeting set (tentatively) for 3/7/22 via Zoom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Youth Committee Meeting Notes 
 
Highlights from their February meeting: 
 

1. Michael reflected on progress/wonderings of youth program since January.  Committee 
discussed celebrations /discussed changes in attitudes/shifts among youth and adults over 
time.  Committee discussed the importance of embracing the pain and creating hope, fostering 
Christ centered relationships, and doubling-down on what matters the most. 
 

2. Committee discussed upcoming plans and needs: 
a. High School Montreat has 23 kids signed up.  We need a 3rd house.   
b. Post card fundraiser is proceeding again this year. 
c. In-person Youth Group will begin on 2/20. 
d. There will be a Confirmation Sunday this year on February 27: Michael Harper 

preaching.  
e. Easter 9:00 am service:  possibilities, youth engagement, etc. 
f. Committee entertained idea of Middle School trip/ Middle School Montreat.  Parent 

meeting to be held on 2/21 to solicit input. 
g. Committee still figuring out best structure for weekly meetings. 

 
The next Youth Committee meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, March 9 at 7:30 via zoom.   
 
 

Adult Ed Meeting Minutes 
 
Highlights from February 2nd meeting: 
 
1. The January 29 visit to the Muhammad Ali Center was illuminating.  Just five people attended, but 
they were treated to a behind-the-scenes visit to the archives as well as to a guided tour through the 
museum. 
 
2. February 16 is the deadline to submit entries for this year’s devotional booklet, Wellness in the 
Wilderness.  Because church members have volunteered to write only 16 of the 47 messages so far, we 
will publicize the devotional sign-up through various networks, including youth, session, and staff. 
The booklet will be published digitally and physically for distribution beginning on Ash Wednesday. 
 
3. February’s program: Linda Valentine will lead a tour of the Speed Museum, “Saints and Sinners – 
Heaven and Hell,” on Sunday, February 27 at 3 p.m. Admission is free for as many as fifteen people, 
but proof of vaccination or negative test and mask required. Linda has already written a promotional 
item for the church newsletter. 
 
4. March’s program: Empower West Louisville will bring Jennifer Harvey, professor of religion and 
ethics at Drake University and author of Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially 
Unjust America (2018) and Dear White Christians: For Those Still Longing for Racial Reconciliation 
(2020), to Louisville.  She will speak in the sanctuary at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday the 27th.  As an 
Empower West event, her visit will be well promoted.  Megan McCarty will lead Zoom discussions of 
Raising White Kids with weekday school parents and teachers on March 17 and 22.  She says that we 
will have childcare provided on the playground in hopes that young families will want to hear the 
speaker and get interested in the conversation.  Adult Ed provided the requested $1,500 contribution. 
 
5. April’s program:  A discussion of this year’s Grawemeyer Religion Award winner, American Sutra: 
A Story of Faith and Freedom in the Second World War by Duncan Ryuken Williams, will take place 



in the Plune-Mobley dining room on Friday, April 22, ten days after the winner’s presentation at 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  John Ferré will lead this discussion.  ADDENDUM 
since minutes were submitted:  Perhaps this reading should be changed to The Complete Maus 
by Art Spiegelman instead, given timeliness/current discussion surrounding this book in certain 
school districts. 
 
6. May’s program: On Saturday the 14th from 2:00 until 3:30 we will have a guided tour of Cave Hill 
Cemetery to learn about the symbolism of grave markers.  
 
7. This summer, we may offer a faith and film series as we have in the past, maybe jointly with Harvey 
Browne.  The Disney animated film Encanto (2021) is a possibility, as are CODA (2021) and the 
documentary Statues: This is What We Stand For? (2021) by HPC member Morgan Atkinson.  We 
will circulate other potential titles on email before the next meeting. 
 
8. John Ferré will remain sub-committee chair for foreseeable future (even though he will roll off of 
Session). 
 
The Adult Ed. Committee’s next meeting will be March 9 at 5 p.m. on Zoom. 
 
Submitted by: 
Becky Slagle, CE chairperson  
 
With subcommittee updates and minutes from 
Kevin Burns, Youth Sub-Committee chairperson 
John Ferré, Adult Sub-Committee chairperson 
 


